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WITH DEWEY AT MANILA. 



WAITIMQ FOB THE ORDER. 

We had been simmeriDg and stening in 
steatuy Hong Kong ever since Marub 28, wait- 
ing and waiting for iiiatructions to swing acrosa 
the China Sea to Manila. Bear-Admiral Dewey — 
he was Commodore Dewey then — was au anxious 
and impatient as the rest of us, and I could ece by 
the way in which he fumbled over the charts 
and paced up and down the bridge with his 
weather eye turned to the shore that he expected 
such an order from Waehington at any moment. 

We knew that the relatious between the Unite'd 
States and Spain were at snapping-point ten- ■ 
sion, and we knew too, that as soon as that 
break occurred the two opposing Asiatic Bi(uad- 
rons would be in the thick of the trouble. Our 
waitim; work was not, however, confined to sim- 
mering and fretting, for duriug the days between 
April 18 and April 21 there was much done in 
the work of stirring preparation. 
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Early on the morning of the 19th, for instance, 
the carpenter of the Olyinpia received orders to 
mix up his war paint, and in a short time after, 
the painters' planks were swuu^ out and a crowd 
of our Jackies was covering the white sides of the 
flagship with a dull dark drab; ugly enough to 
look at, but admirably adapted for concealing a 
fleet from observation. A **AVhite Squadron" is 
well enough for spectacular purposes in times of 
peace, but it is far too showy for war times, and 
especially for service in these sun-lit seas where 
the glistening sides of white war craft can be 
seen against the furthest horizon. The least vis- 
ibility is what we wanted and we took a leaf out of 
I^usHia's book in using the drab, the commanders 
of the Czar's ships having found it to be the best 
concealing color in the paint lockers. While the 
Olympia was being painted the same work was 
going on along the sides of the other ships, and 
by nightfall of the 20th our six vessels were all 
of the same uniform dull gray. The Baltimore 
had not arrived then, but when she came in on 
the 21st she had scarcely anchored before ohe 
too put on her war i>aint. 

Another sign of what was to come was fur- 
nished by the Commodore some days ago. The 
English steamer Nnnshan had just arrived with 
three' thousand three hundred tons of Cardiff 
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coal on board and, knowing tlint as soon as war 
broke out Eutcland would deolare her neutrality 
and we should not be able to coal from the Hong 
Kong wharvea, tbe Commodore quietly sent oyer 
tbe fleet paymaster to tbe consignees and he as 
quietly purchased from them the entire outfit, 
ship, coal and all. So, too, when the steamer 
Zafiro of the Manila-Hong Kong line came into 
this port she was bought out as she floated, with 
all her fuel and provisions. On board the Zafiro 
we shipped all our spare ammunition so that she 
really became our floating magazine. 

It was feared at fiiat that we might have some 
trouble in manning these two steamers, but the 
original crews seemed ouly too glad to re-ship 
under tbo Stars and Stripes. Lieutenant 
Hutchins was sent over to the Nanshan, and En- 
sign Fierson was placed in charge of the Zatiro, 
both fellows grumbling at the assignments, be- 
cause, they said, it meant that they would be 
huddled off into sumo safe corner without any 
chance of being in the midst of the scrim- 
mage. 

On tbe 18th the lookouts reported tbe Hugh 
McCulloch, and when tbe little revenue cutter 
came in with her whistle tooting, and the spray 
dancing up and down her yacht-like bow, the 
men of tbe squadron sent up a yell that brought 
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every sampan man out of cover to see what had 
happened. 

**Now the squadron is safe," said Captain 
Gridley, with his ([ueer smile. 

All the same, the little revenue cutter did 
good service, and if she had been allowed her 
way would have done something during the next 
week that would have made her the most-talked- 
about boat in the world. 

The McCulloch was on her way to San Fran- 
cisco, having been making the tour of the world 
across the Atlantic, down the Mediterranean, 
through the Suez Canal, and so across the Indian 
Seas to Siuga])ore. She belongs, it is true, to 
the Treasury Department, but in times of na- 
tional exigency the president has the right, and 
the power, to muster all revenue cutters into the 
navy. It was at Singa])ore that Captain Daniel 
B. Hodgson received his orders to join the Com- 
modore, an order that sent up the enthusiasm of 
the cutter's officers to fever heat and the caps of 
her crew into the air as high as they could pitch 
them. 

It was thought for a time that we might use 
the old Monocacy which lies at Shanghai, but 
after looking her over it was decided that she 
would be a drawback to the ex])edition, and so 
she was left in the river and lies there still. Her 
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orew was broken up and three officers and fifty 
men were brought here and distributed around 
the fleet. 

As all the world knows diplomatic relations 
between the United States and Spain were 
broken off on the 21st of April, war being de- 
clared on the 25th, and within the next fort^**- 
eight hours our squadron, in obedience to a polite 
intimation from the Governor-General of Hong 
Kong, steamed away from that British possession 
up to Mirs Bay, a little Chinese roadstead a few 
miles to the north of the island. 

On the 26th of April the McCulloch, which we 
had left at Hong Kong, came racing up to Mirs 
Bay, bringing McEinle^^'s famous order: 

"Washington, April 26. 
"Dewey, Asiatic Squadron: Commence opera- 
tions at once, particularly^ against the Spanish 
fleet. You must capture or destroy them. 

"McKlNLEY." 



When the Commodore read the dispatch he 
closed up his lips with his characteristic snap: 
"Thank the Lord, " he said ** at last I've got the 
chance and I'll wipe them off the Pacific 
Ocean." 

Everybody knew what the "them" referred to. 
Ever since we had heard of the blowing up of 
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the Maine every man in the squadron had been 
fighting mad, and wanted only one thing — to get 
at the Spaniards. I believe, too, that there was 
not a soul in the fleet but would have most 
pionsly and earnestly said** Amen** had he heard 
the Commodore's exclamation of thankfulness. I 
know I did. 

Consul Williams came up on the McCulloch 
also with dispatches. He had hurried out of 
Manila when things grew too hot, and on the 
quiet intinmtion from Governor-General Au- 
gusti that his life was in danger. He brought 
us much interesting information, but nothing 
that was not overshadowed by the president's 
order. 

The news spread like lightning throughout the 
fleet, and when the Commodore's signal went up 
calling the commanders over to the Olympia for 
counsel and orders, a cheer went up such as old 
IVIirs Bay never heard before — the cheer of full- 
throated American tars who knew that fighting 
was at hand and that at last they would have a 
chance to show how well they remembered the 
Maine. At exactly two o'clock in the afternoon 
of April 27, 1808 — it is just as well to be exact 
when the making of history is concerned — we 
ran u\) the Commodore's sailing ]>ennant and 
steamed out uf Mirs Bay, with every shi])'s nose 
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poiuted straight across for the six hundred 
and twenty-eight-mile run to the Philippines. 

We were nine vessels in all, made up as follows : 
The Olympia (flagship), a second-class protected 
cruiser; the Baltimore, also a second-class pro- 
tected cruiser; the Boston, also a second-class 
protected cruiser; the Raleigh, of the same size 
and class as the Boston ; the Concord, a partially 
protected gunboat; the Hugh McCuUoch, a steel- 
clad revenue cutter, turned into a gunboat; the 
Petrel, a small gunboat ; and the two transport 
ships, the Zaiiro and the Nanshan. The proper 
place in which to speak of the squadron's arma- 
ment, tonnage, weight of metal and other fight- 
ing qualities will come later, when a comparison 
between the American and Spanish fleets is more 
immediately necessary to a de8crii)tion of the 
battle, and this condensed list is given here in 
order to ^x the individuality* of our ships in the 
mind of the reader. 

We appreciated the fact that the Spanish fleet 
was far more numerous than ours, and though 
we were not definiteb' sure as to its exact num- 
bers we did know that it embraced the five 
cruisers the Beina Christina, the Castilla, the 
Velasco, the Don Juan de Austria, and the Don 
Antonio de Ulloa. It is true that many of the 
Spanish cruisers were old-fashioned, and it is also 
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true that the Commodore did not have a single 
armored vesBel in his squadron, not even an 
armored cruiser. There is no better place, too, 
in which to mention another fact, this: that we 
were moving down on the enemy's base ; that our 
defeat meant being six thousand miles aw*a3' from 
supplies or succor; while to the Spaniards defeat 
meant an easy falling back on a port of relief. I 
say this here because since the victory at Manila 
I have seen a number of criticisms whose tenor 
has been to minify' the victory on the ground of 
the disparity between the fighting machines. It is 
true again that the i^resideut's order to the Com- 
modore was to **cai)turo or destroy** the Spanish 
fleet, but I venture to say that not even the most 
sanguine Jacky of ours ever anticipated a 
complete aunihiliation of the enemy, or that we 
should come out of it Kcatheless. Wliat I wish 
to make clear is that while we were going into 
battle with what may be called a jaunty swift- 
ness, it was not for one moment imagined that 
we would come out of it as jauntily. We thought 
we were in for a hard fight, and as the factors in 
the fight piled up in numbers and gravity that 
im]»ression became all the stronger. 

As soon as we sighted the Phili])pine coast the 
Boston, Baltimore, and Concord went ahead on 
scout duty. First of all they looked in at 
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Bolinao Bay, but no trace of the Spanish fleet 
was to be found there. Subig Bay, some thirty 
miles from Manila, was next approached. This 
was cautiously done, for the latest reports 
brought by Williams were that Admiral Montojo, 
commanding Spain's Asiatic fleet, had planned 
to do lis battle there. 

The only craft found at Subig Bay, however, 
were two small schooners, coasters, with two of 
the most ludicrously ignorant crews it has ever 
been my fortune to meet. They did not know 
of the existence of any Spanish fleet; they did 
not even know where Manila was, and I believe 
that had the cross-questioning been put further 
they would have declared they did not know 
where the Philippines were. With the Spanish 
fleet at neither Bolinao nor' Subig it became 
evident that Montojo had changed his mind and 
had determined to make Manila Bay the lighting 
ground. When the result of the scouting was 
reported to the Commodore he said: "Very well 
then, Manila it must be." 

It was six o'clock on the evening of Saturday, 
April 30, when we left Subig Bay — a hot, moist 
evening — and as we steamed slowly down the 
coast the sun dropped into the sea like a cojtper 
ball. But instead of the quick-coming tropical 
night there was a great j^ellow moon hung in the 
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sky. Orders were signaled along the fleet to 
slow down until tbe moon set, and when she did 
so all lights in the fleet wore guarded, the men 
were called to quarters, and everything was 
ready for slipping into Manila Bay, 

A descrix)tion of the flght that was about to 
come so thoroughly involves a description of the 
setting in which the great sea tragedy was to be 
acted out, that it will be necessary here to set 
down as plainly as possible just what Manila Bay 
is like, together with some necessary and perti- 
nent facts concerning the Philippines. 
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CHAPTER n. 



THE SCENE OF THE TRAGEDY. 

If 3'ou were in the basket of a war balloon and 
were to look down on the Ba>' of Manila you would 
see that it is a land-locked or pear-shaped body 
of water^ with the stem end pointing toward the 
sea. It lies about square with the compass, being 
thirty miles from north to south and twenty-five 
miles from east to west. At each side of the en- 
trance to the bay rise steep volcanic mountains 
covered with dense foliage, and which constitute 
the two ends of the coast range of mountains. 
On the in-shore side, these mountains slope down 
to a plain which sweeps all round the upper part 
of the bay. On the flattest part of this plain and 
directly opposite the entrance to the bay, from 
which it is situated about twenty-six miles, lies 
the citj' of Manila. ^ 

Manila has been called the Venice of the East- 
ern Seas, its Venetian title being due to the fact 
that it is traversed by a number of waterways, 
the largest of which is the Pasig Biver, which ma^' 
be called a sort of Grand Canal. The waterways 
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cut up tbo whole extent of the city into a number 
of islands, while the Pasig is the dividing line 
between Old and New Manila, the latter city 
being locally known as Binondo. When I was 
first there, which was soon after the great earth- 
quake of 1880, the old town was strewn with 
ruins, but these have been leisurely cleared away, 
and the place, except for the war preparations, 
has resumed its normal aspect. 

Old Manila is one of the most nearly perfect 
examples of an Hispano-Oriental walled city that 
I have ever seen. It is surrounded by mediaeval, 
moss-covered fortifications which are as pictur- 
esque as they are useless from the standpoint of 
modern warfare. On the parapets of these forti- 
fications still stand, I am told, the glistening 
array of harmless old smooth-bores that have 
been there for hundreds of years. 

In the walls are a number of gates, each with 
its drawbridge and porticullis; all am])ly able to 
withstand the advance of an army of bowmen, 
but all absolutely worthless against a single 
rified cannon. The principal gate to the old 
fortifications is the pjutrada, and before it and 
along the city walls stretches the Luncta, a well 
laid out fashionable i)romenade, where military 
bands play, or used to play, two or three times 
a week. Across the city stretches a broad ave- 
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nue named Legazbi, after the lieutenant of the 
great navigator Magellan, who founded Manila 
in 1571. 

It is always hot in Manila. There are varying 
degrees of heat, it is true, but at the lowest de- 
gree of temperature it is hot — hot and moist. 
The sheet-iron roofs and the bare backs of the 
natives glistening in the sun make it look hotter. 
When the city was built its founders bore in lov- 
ing minds the narrow streets of the old Iberian 
towns, and so Manila's streets are narrow and 
stuffy; and as the sidewalks are still narrower 
and built for one, and as it is a constant jostle to 
get along them, they are stuffier even than the 
streets. 

The houses are low and generally plasterless, 
due to the fact that the interior lining of the 
rooms is cloth, the rending of this by the con- 
stantly occurring earthquakes being unpleasant to 
the ear, it is true, but not so uncomfortable or 
dangerous to the occupants as the falling of slabs 
of plaster. Most of the windows in the old town 
are not windows at all, but simply holes in the 
walls filled with a sliding shutter in which are 
set thin, translucent sea-shells, so that through 
them a dim and slightly opalescent light filters 
in. 

So deadly flat are the sandy isles on which Ma- 
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nila is built that it is scarcely more than a foot 
above high water. The water in the moats is so 
sluggish that it is little better than a mass of 
weeds, and as to drainage, there is strong evi- 
dence to the senses that there is none. All the 
houses are damp, so damp indeed that no one 
thinks of sleeping on the ground floor. Most of 
the living is done in the second story, while in 
the iirst or ground floor the Fhilippino keeps his 
store or his stable. Upstairs live the house 
snakes which are to Manila what Ihe dogs are to 
Constantinople, the unlicensed scavengers of the 
city. They are quite harmless to mankind, al- 
though it takes some time for the stranger to 
become accustomed to the eight or nine feet of 
reptile, wriggling after the rats, which are the 
snakes' legitimate su])ply and one of the many 
pests of Manila. So many and so tierce are these 
rats that if it wore not for the snakes Manila 
would be overrun by them and would be as un- 
inhabitable as Hameliu. 

There are three things that every Philip])ino 
does — play some instrument, smoke, and keep 
game roosters. Of all these three characteristics 
that which struck mo most was his ability as a 
musician. I have rarely heard better music than 
that of the native bands, and I never saw a Ma- 
nila man who could not play some sort of instru- 
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ment and play it well. In the piping times of 
peace, when I was last there, the orchestra to the 
grand opera was a native one, while the audiences 
were far more appreciative, or at least more at- 
tentive than those of New York. The opera 
began at nine o'clock and was carried on in an 
easy, unhurried fashion until about two or' three 
in the morning, with good long intervals be- 
tween the acts, long enough for a nice little 
light supper. 

There is no opera in Manila now though, and 
for two years the Philippines have been the 
theater of some of the most horrifying tragedies 
that have ever mai'ked Spain's bloody rule of her 
colonies. To Spain the natives of the Phil- 
ippines have been but one thing — tax-producers. 
It has been the laud of promise and profit for 
every greedy, scoundrelly official, and what little 
has been left to the natives after the squeezing 
process of the state official has been ground and 
pulverized out of them by the greedy churchman. 
It is against the churchman, in fact, that the 
anger of the Philippiuo has most blazed out, and 
the poverty stricken village of thatched huts* 
squatting around the ponderous convent or 
church, and the ragged, hunger-famished peas- 
ant elbowed out of the way by the sleek, paunchy 
padres have been object lessons which served 
to keep that an^er hot. 
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It was in August, 1896, that the anger and de- 
spair of the peasant bore its worst fruit. There 
were insurrections all over .the islands and while 
the troops were in the south of Luzon the insur- 
gents gathered around Manila with the purpose 
of sacking it. A leader was wanted, however, 
the troops were hurriedly called back, and 
Spain's heavy hand closed on the rebels. A 
hundred of them were thrown into a small dun- 
geon in an old fort near the river, and when the 
door was opened next morning sixty of them 
were dead. Instead of stopping the revolt this 
Black Hole incident only seemed to give it new 
fury. 

The revolution spread, and while groups of in- 
surgents have been shot down almost every week 
to the music of the bands the insurgents have 
retaliated by cutting the priests to pieces. A 
dragging war has been carried on in the Philip- 
pines on very nearly the same lines as that car- 
ried on in Cuba. White trooi)S have been pitted 
against the natives, and while there have been 
few engagements, the white troops have been 
decimated by disease and sudden onslaught, 
while the natives are as strung as ever behind the 
impregnable intrenchments of climate and moun- 
tain jungle. 

Along the northern shore of the Pasig and im- 
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mediately opposite the old city are the hotels and 
large commercial ^varehouses and the bazaar oc- 
cupied by the Chinese and called the Escolta, 
from "which central point the natives' dwellings 
stretch up and down the river between its two 
bridges. Next comes Binondo proper, which is 
the great business quarter, and next up the river 
lies San Miguel, which is the fashionable quarter 
where the rich Spaniards and foreigners have 
their residences. Here, too, are the new abodes 
of the Governor-General and admiral of the fleet 
who used to reside in the old walled city. Here, 
too, are the great modern churches, the fine hos- 
pital of St. Lazarus, the military storehouse and 
the famous cigar factory where some ten thou- 
sand women were daily employed making ''Ma- 
nilas.** 

Back of these towns or quarters, which lie 
along the river front, are the suburbs. There 
are many pleasant gardens and towering build- 
ings, but the whole is flat and unhealthy. The 
population, which is estimated at anything from 
one hundred and sixty thousand to three hun- 
dred thousand, contains only about ^\e thousand 
Spaniards, the rest being made up of every shade 
and variet3' of natives and some twenty-five thou- 
sand Chinese. The natural drawbacks of Manila 
have not been conj bated an3' more than its natural 
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adyantages have been improved, and Manila in 
strong Anglo-Saxon hands would not only con- 
tinue to be the most important port in this part 
of the globe, but would be decently healthy and 
positively clean. 

As a trade center Manila ranks with Calcutta 
and Batavia, and as the chief port of the Philip- 
pine Islands all their productioiis flow to it, and 
its harbor is visited all the year round by vessels 
from every nation under tbe sun. What Manila 
exports reads like a catalogue of tropical produc- 
tions, and as the foreign craft sail from it the^'' 
are laden down with sugar, tobacco, indigo, 
hemp, gold-dust, bird's-nests, coffee, mats, hides, 
hats, tortoise shells, cigars, cotton and rice. 
Outside of its natural products^ Manila furnishes 
little other manufactures than cheroots and cord- 
age, except that in small quantities it produces 
beautiful fabrics known as pinas, woven from the 
fibers of the pineapple leaf and exquisitely em- 
broidered, lovely mats and rich cloths of the 
abaca filament. 

The Philippine Islands are indeed the treasure 
house of the Malay Archipelago. While many 
of the twelve hundred islands are little more 
than volcanic points in the sea, Luzon, Min- 
danao, Saraar, Panay, Negros and Palawan are so 
large that most of their interior regions are still 
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unknown lands. Up and down the islands runs 
a great chain of mountains, with a general trend 
of north and south and an extreme height of six 
thousand feet. In those mountains lie unex- 
plored riches of gold, copper, iron, lead, mercury, 
sulphur and coal. The coasts of most of the 
islands are deeply indented by the sea, rivers are 
abundant and there are excellent harbors galore. 

From their position the Philippines lie within 
the range of the Monsoons, and violent hurri- 
canes are of frequent occurrence. From May to 
September the west coasts of the archipelago are 
deluged with rain, while the October Monsoon 
brings rain to the east coast. 

It cannot be denied that malaria and fever are 
common, but there are plenty of low, river bot- 
tom lands in the Southern States that are quite as 
unhealthy as the Philippines, while in the inte- 
rior of the islands the climate is as balmy and 
pure as in Kentucky. Even under Spanish 
mismanagement the exports of the Philippines 
amount roundly to sixteen million dollars an- 
nually, while the outside world sends to them 
cottons, machinery, linens, coal, iron, earthen- 
ware, hardware and woolens to about as much. 
The area of the Philippines is something like 
seventy-seven thousand sciuare miles, or a trifle 
over that of the New England States, while the 
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population has been estimated at eight millions. 
All this, however, is estimated because the Span- 
iards, notwithstanding their centuries of occupa- 
tion, have been as limited in their explorations 
of the group as they have been in their schemes 
of drainage in Manila. In a ^vord, the Philip- 
pines stand as an unexplored potentiality whose 
products, commerce, and strategic value are 
almost limitless. 

Ten miles nearer the entrance to the Bay of 
Manila lies the town of Cavite, with a popula- 
tion of five thousand and a garrison of six hun- 
dred. It is, or was, the military post and 
marine arsenal of Manila and of the Spanish 
Orient. Vessels were built and repaired there. 
It has a dock for gunboats and many private 
slips. It possesses a harbor formed by a spit 
which ])rojeets from the shore like a finger point- 
ing toward Manila. It is strongly fortified, its 
fortrosHos mounting many guns, and although 
most of them were of an ancient tyi)e, many 
others of thrm were modern, and we were in- 
formed that at l(Mist two ten-inch guns had been 
taken from the war shijjs and placed in one of 
the shore batteries. Opposite the fort on the 
spit there was a large mortar battery on the main 
land, with a good range across the harbor and 
towar<l the entrance of the bay. 




airdwyc view bfib* lower part of Manila Baji.ahuwIiiBlheCllyiiud fortified approacli 
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Manila itself is more strongly protected on 
the land side than on the water front. The 
cordon of land batteries, put up to prevent at- 
tacks by the insurgent forces which had been 
hovering about the city ready to pounce upon it 
when the opportunity offered, is, I should think^ 
quite an effective one, but, with the exception 
of a Krupp battery on the mole known as the 
Luneta fort, there was nothing to fear from 
Manila. 

Blocking the entrance to the bay, or rather 
dividing it into three channels, are two islands, 
Corregidor and Caballo or Rulocabilla. Corregidor 
is six hundred and forty feet high, while Caballo 
is four hundred and twenty. There is a lighthouse 
on each island, and we had heard that both were 
strongly fortified with modern guus. Across 
from Corregidor lies San Jose point with, it was 
understood, a shore battery which commanded 
that channel; while across from Caballo Island is 
Libonis Point, also, we understood, heavily 
guarded with shore batteries. In fact, while we 
were at Hong Kong we had seen sundry dis- 
patches from Madrid in the Hong Kong Times 
which stated that Manila was impregnable. It 
was asserted that there were forts, terrible forts, 
on every ])oint along the entrance, tliat the bay 
shore fairly bristled with Kruj»p guns, and that 
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the bombardment of the defenses would be an 

impossibility, owing to the range and power of 

the ordnance which had been eniplaced at every 

commanding point. More than this, we learned 

through the same medium that the entrance to 

Manila Bay was completely mined, and that the 

passage of any cliaunel would result in every 

ship of the fieet being blown into eternity. It 

was stated, moreover, that all the forts were 

heavily garrisoned, and that the troops in Manila 

numbered from seven to ten thousand. 

Corregidor, which is the printiipal island, lies 

two miles only from the enM shore of tbe dhhb- &t*/y'^nf^ 

IftR^, the channel being known as the Boca C^<'ca. 

Gr a adc . The chsnuel between, Caballo Island 

and the mainland is about tltme miles across, f^cufinrM •^^tc 

about twenty fathoms deep, and is called the ^^>»'i^"«'*/ 
Qra-nH*. ^'^^ 6b4«a. The middle channel, that between 

the two islands, is about three thousand four 
* hundred feet wide, and perhaps seven fathoms 

deeji. The winds of the entrance are alwaj's 

fresh and the tide alwa.vs strong. 

Lastly, we knew, with a mensurable degree of 

certaint.v, that if the Si>anisb fleet were within, 

it would be found lying under the forts of 

Cavite. 

This, therefi)re, was the problem which the 

Commodore had to face: The selection of his 
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channel, the avoidance of mines, the encounter 
with the Spanish fleet and its protecting forts, 
and running the gauntlet of the shore batteries. 
It was with the perfect cognizance of all these 
matters that the battle line was formed and the 
signal given to steam through the Boca Grande. 
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CHAPTER m. 



RUNMNU THE OAtlNTLET. 



Wheh we nrriveil off Subig Baj- on tlie after- 
noon of Saturday, April 30, tLe Commodore 
callGd tbe cummamlint; ofiiuerH of the abips over 
to Li8 cabin and outlined to them his plau of 
atta<-k aH far h» lie then knew it. llie mea in the 
Coiutuodure 's council of war were theae; From 
the Olympia, Cajitaiu Charles V. Gridley; from 
the Haleif^h, Ciiptaiu Josepli B. Coghlan ; from the 
Boston, C'ai»taiii Frank AVildes ; from the Balti- 
more, Captain Neheminh H. Dytr; from tbe 
Concord, Commander Asa Walker; from the 
Petri-I, Captain E. P. "Wood; from the McCul- 
locb, Captain U. B. Hod^raon. 

ThcHe men were tbe men to whom the (rlory of 
the ti;:ht iH due aB leaders; and thcHe are the 
leadcrH wjio Hiiy that the t^lory of tbe liifbt in due 
tbe men. 

He told them he had every reason to 
brieve that tbe S|.aniiirdK were in Manila Bay 
and that hiw imrpoae wan to carry out the Preai- 
dout'H iiiBtructiona and destroy their tleet. We 
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wore told that tlie first thing was to slip iuto the 
bay paat the guarding forts under cover of night 
aud as soon as daylight came and the exact loca- 
tion of the fleet was discoTered to "go for it." 
It was decided to use the Boca Oraude or south- 
ern passage for entrance and if possible to pass 
the shore forts without drawing their tire. 

Sunday morning came on still and hot, and as 
each captain was carried back to his ship we 
could hear the chuck, chuck of the different 
launches or the dip of the gigs' crews, each one 
it seemed to us making noise enough to rouse 
the whole coast of Luzon. At last the moon set 
and the fleet steamed slowly into line for 
entering the harbor. First went the flagship 
Olympia, then the Baltimore, then the Ealeigh, 
nest the Petrel, following her toe Concord, and 
last the Boatou. After the fighting Ueet cauie 
the supply ships, Nanahan and Zafiro, convoyed 
by the McCulloch. 

As we rounded out beyond the last point be- 
fore reaching tLe entrance we saw the lights of 
the great cone of Correi;idor burning bright and 
still, but saw nothing in the shape of a flasb- 
light. Every man was called up and ordered to 
wash and take a cup of coffee. While this light 
and early refreshment was being served all the 
ships' lights were extinguished, except those on 



32 



With Dewey at Manila. 



the taffrail and these were hooded. So we crept 
along, until we came into the channel moving in 
single file and without a sound on board, except 
a few quiet orders and the throb of the engines 
and kick of the screws. 

lu that still air it seemed absolutely impossible 
for us to escape the attention of the entrance 
forts, yet it is the fact that the Olympia, Balti- 
more, Ealeigh, Petrel, Concord and Boston 
passed without even the challenge of a hail. The 
batteries of Corregidor and Caballo. were 
uiute, although the tlagship passed well in range 
with the Baltimiu-e following still closer inshore. 
I can scarcely believe it possible that the garri- 
sons were at their posts and awake, for again it 
seemed to us tVjiat surely a fieet stealing into 
an enemy's bay never made so much noise as we 
did. Again, too, the fact remains that not a 
yell or shot greeted us, and we would all have 
been inside — sijuadron, supply ships and con- 
voy — without the Spanish fieet receiving the 
faintest intinjation of our approach if it had not 
been for some enthusiastic fireman on board the 
McCulloch. Possibly her commander had some 
idea that he was running behind and told the 
engineer to put on a little more steam. At any 
rate the men at the boilers got the idea that this 
was needed and, throwing open the furnace doors, 
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some fellow ladled in a fen Bhovelfulls of nioe 
soft coal. Ill) from the emokeetack of tbe cutter 
went a great shower of sjjarkB. 

"Well," said a lieutennnt wiTo stood beaid« 
me, "if Home one don't see that, the M'hole inland 
mnet be aBleep. " 

Some one evidently did, but even then the an- 
swer did not come instantly, for some minutes 
elapsed before out of tbe west there came a bugle 
call, then a flash and then the rolling boom of a 
great gun. Between the flash and the report 
there should have been the drop somewhere of 
the shot that went with them, but nobody iu the 
fleet, so far as I Lave been able to learn, ever 
saw or beard anything to prove that Spain's first 
gun in the battle of Manila Bay fired anything 
more than a blank cartridge. 

Twice more the battery spoke and somewhere 
astern of the McOulloirh there was a great flash- 
ing of water, but whether a wave broke, a fish 
jumped, or a shot struck, I cannot say. Up to 
the third shot with its answering splash no re|>ly 
hud come from our fleet, but with the third shot, 
and sounding almost like its echo, there came a 
crack from the Concord, and we knew that our 
first shot bad goue out in tbe shape of a four- 
inch shell. In what particular part of the fort 
that shot hit I am not able to say, but that it did 
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hit I have no doubt for from the shore eame the 
sound of a plunk and smash, followed by a cry. 
Then still further back of us the Boston barked 
yet louder and sent in an ei^ht-inch shell, and 
still further to the rear the McCuUoch, having 
started the fuss, went snapping into it with a few 
of her four-pounders. 

The batteries kept on flashing and booming a 
few minutes longer and then became as silent as 
they were before we had steamed up. Whether 
the gunners went back to bed or no will have to 
be set down as an historical doubt, but so far as 
being an opposing force the shore garrisons — 
these terrible fortresses, bristling with Krupps 
of which we had heard so much, might have 
been so many children's sand forts at Coney 
Island set up to keep out the Atlantic. 

There renmiued of course the torpedoes and 
miues with which the entrance was strewn, and 
Admiral Muntojo's fleet rushing out to meet us. 
What the senHations of the other fellows were 
about the miues I did not kuow then, but I found 
afterward, when making a poll of sensations, 
that the unanimous feeliug was that if mines 
were there tlie^' were, and that was all there was 
about it. The dreadful and unexpected did not 
happen. There was no shakiug up of the fouu- 
taiiis of the vasty deep, uo great ship rose bodily 
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in the air and came down a shattered maBs of 
timbers, eteel and men. The mines proved aa 
iunocuoua aa the shore batteries. 

There remaiiied then the Spanish fleet "rueh- 
iog out to meatus." But out of the darkness 
came the throb of no enemy's engine, uo flash- 
ing signal to halt, not even a scurrying scout. 

Very quietly, that is, as quietly as nine 
steamers can move, tto went ahead and as soon as 
wo had pHHsed the batteries at the harbor mouth 
we slowed down until it seemed as though we 
were almOEt at a standstill. The Commodore was 
talking in an undertone to the rebel Fhili|Jiiiuo 
who was acting as i>itot; I could see the figures uf 
the men standing silently at their ])osts up and 
down the s)iit>; and looking over hfr sideslcould 
distinguish no line of deniarkatioii between the 
dull gray of the vessels and the dork uaters of the 
bay through which we'were so slowly slipping. 

We all came tu the conclusion afterward that 
this leisurely advance through the quarter light 
of the dawn was the most trying period in the 
whole affair. The snappiug interchange of com- 
pliments between the forts and the Concord, 
Boston and McCulloch had served as a tittle 
fillip, although we on the first four ships had 
had no i>art in that, but this creeping, creeping, 
creeping with invisible mines below us and an 
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invisible fleet ahead was a test out of which no 
man came without a sigh of relief. It is a hard 
thing to whisi>er an order, I know, so perhaps it 
is not to be woudered at that there should have 
been a break, or vibration in the men's voices as 
they ])ussin1 the necessary word from mouth to 
nioutb. We were all keyed up, but it was not 
long before the iighting string in every man's 
heart was twanging and singing like that of a 
taut bow. 

As is the fashion of nature in these parts the 
dawn turned as suddenly into day as though a 
curtain had been torn down from the sunlight, 
and there right ahf^ad of us lay the Si)anish fleet 
tucked up under the forts of Cavite; the scene 
jumi)ing as suddenly into vision as though it had 
been a cniick stage-setting in a theater done in 
the dark and shown in tbe flashing up of every 
light in the house. The fleets at last had met, 
and here it is that the fighting forces must be 
plainly marshaled for the reader's clear under- 
standing of what is to follow. 

Commodore Dewey's fleet consisted of seven 
vessels exclusive of the tranRpoii;s. 

His flagship, tbe cruiser Olympia, was launched 
in San Francisco in 181)2. She is a twin screw 
steamer of steel with two covered barbettes and 
two military masts. She is three hundred and 
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forty feet long. Las a beam of fifty-three feet and 
a meaa draft of twenty-oue feet six incbea. Her 
tonnage is five tbouBaod eight hundred and 
seventy tone, her coal-carrying capacity is one 
tboueand three hundred tons and her speed is 
twenty -one and a half knots. Her armor consists 
of steel deck plates, steel-covered barbettes, 
hoods and gun shields, and two conning towers. 
She is also protected with a cellulose belt thirty- 
three inches thick and eight feet broad. Her 
armament includes four eight-inch breech load- 
ers, ten five-inch quick-firing guns, fourteen six- 
puunder quick-fire guns, six one-pound quick- 
fire guns, four gatlings and six torpedo tubes. 
She carries four hundred and sixty-six men and 
belongs to the second class of protected cruisers. 
The Baltimore v/aa launched in Philadeljihia 
in 188R. She also is a protected cruiser of the 
second class, is built of steel, has twin screws 
and two military tops. She is three hundred 
and twenty -seven feet six inches long, fort^'-eight 
feet six inches in beam, has a mean draft of nine 
teen feet six inches, a tonnage of four thousand 
six hundred tons and a speed of twenty knots. 
Her protection consists of steel deck plates, 
shields for all the gunsand conning tower. Her 
armament consists of four eight-inch breech 
loaders, six six-inch breech loaders, two six- 
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pound rapid firers, two three-pound rapid firers> 
two one-pound rapid firers, four one-pound re- 
volving cannon, two gatling guns, and five tor- 
pedo tubes. She carries a crew of three hundred 
and ninety-five men. 

The Boston, also a second class protected 
cruiser, was launched in 1884. She is a steel 
vessel of three thousand one hundred and eighty- 
nine tons, with a single screw. Her length is 
two hundred and seventy feet three inches, beam 
forty -two foet and mean draft seventeen feet. 
Her Ki)eed is fifteen and a half knots. Her deck 
is i)artially protected and she carries two eight- 
inch breech loaders, six six-inch breech loaders, 
two six-pound, two three-pound, and two one- 
pound rapid-fire guns, two three-pound revolving 
cannon and two gatlings. Her crew consists of 
two hundred and seventy-two men. 

The Kaleigh was launched at Norfolk in 1892. 
She is a steel cruiser of the second class with 
twin screws and military tops. She is three 
hundred feet long, forty-two feet in beam, eight- 
een feet draft, three thousand one hundred and 
eighty-three tons of tonnage and a speed of nine- 
teen knots. Her deck is protected with armor, 
she curries a cellulose belt, an armored conning 
tower and steel Ki)onHonH. She carries one six- 
inch rapid-fire gun, on her forecastle, ten five- 
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inch r&pid-ArinK RvinB, two on the poop and four 
on each side of the ^iin-dGck in BponsoDs; eight 
aii-pouiiil and four oue-pouud rapid-fire guns, 
two gatlinge aud six torpedo tubes. Her crew 
nuiubera two hundred and ninety-iive. 

The Concord in a third-cl&BH cruiser, really a 
gunboat, of one thouHand seven hundred tons, 
with twin screws, length of two hundred and 
thirty feet, beam of thirty-sis feet, draft of four- 
teen feet and can make seventeen knots. Her 
deck and conning tower are protected with light 
armor. She cftrries six sis-inch guns, two six- 
pound, two three-pound, and one one-pound 
rapid-fire guns, two two-ponud revolving cannon, 
two gatlings and two torpedo tubes. She has a 
crew of one hundred and fifty men. 

The Petrel is a gunboat of eight hundred tons. 
She was launched in Baltimore in 1888, is one 
hundred and seventy-sis feet long, thirty-one 
feet beam, eleven feet seven inches in draft and 
nirtkes 13.7 knots an hour. Her deck aud sis- 
inch guns are ))rutectcd with armor. She carries 
four sis-inch guns, two three-pound and one 
one-pound rapid-fire guns, two one-pound revolv- 
int! cannon and two gatlings. Hor crew is one 
hundred men. 

The McCulloch is a revenue cutter of one thou- 
sand five hundred tons, built of steel and armed 
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with four four-inch guns. She has a speed of 
fourteen knots an hour and carries a force of one 
hundred and thirty men. 

Admiral Montojo's fleet consisted of twelve 
vessels. The Reina Cristina, the flagship, was 
an armored cruiser of three thousand and ninety 
tons; she was launched at Ferrol in 1887. 
She had a single screw, was two hundred 
and eighty feet long, forty-three feet in beam, 
had a mean draft of 15.5 feet and a speed of 
seventeen and a half kuots. She carried an arma- 
ment of six G. 2-inch Hontorio breech loaders, 
two 2.7-iuch Hontorios, three six-pound, two 
four-pound, and six three-pound rapid fire 
guns, two machine guns and five torpedo tubes. 
She had a crew of three hundred and seventy 
men. 

The Castilla was a wooden second-class cruiser, 
launched at Cadiz in 1881, and was bark rigged, 
with a single screw. Her length was two hun- 
dred and forty-six feet, her beam fort3''-six feet, 
her draft twenty-one feet, her displacement three 
thousand three hundred and forty-two tons and 
her speed fourteen knots. Her armament con- 
sisted of four 5.9-inch Krupp guns, two 4.7-inch 
Krupp guns, two 3.4-inch guns, two 2.9-inch 
Krupp guns, eight rapid-fire guns, four one-pound 
revolving cannon and two torpedo tubes. She 
carried three hundred men. 
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The Don Juan De Austria was an iron oruiser 
of the third class. She was launched at Trieste 
in 1875, had e. displacement of one thousand one 
hundred and tliirty tons, a length of two hun- 
dred and ten feet, beam of thirty-two feet, draft 
of twelve feet six inches and a speed of fourteen 
knots. She carried an armored belt of from four 
to eight inches thick and nine and a half feet 
broad. Her armament consisted of four 4.7- 
iuch Uontorio breech loaders, two 2.7-inch breech 
loaders twelve tliree-pound quick firers, four 
one-pound revolving cannon, five machine guns 
and four torpedo tubes. Her central batteries 
and bulkheads were shielded and her deck was 
protected. Slie carried a crew of one hundred 
and seventy-three men. 

Tbe Don Antouio de Ulloa was a third-class 
unprotected cruiser. Sbe was launched at Car- 
raca in 1887. She was an iron single-screw ves- 
sel, two hundred and ten feet long, thirty-two 
feet beam, with a draft of twelve and a balf feet, 
a diaplncemeut of one thousand one hundred and 
fifty-two tons and a speed of fourteen knots an 
hour. Her armament consisted of four 4.7-incfa 
Hontorio breech loaders, and five six-pound 
Krupp rapid firers. She carried a crew of one 
hundred nud Heventy-tbree men. 

The Velasco was a small cruiser of the old type. 
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launched at Blackwall in 1881. She was of iron, 
'with one screw, a length of two hundred and ten 
feet, a beam of thirty-two, a draft of thirteen 
feet, a tonnage of one thousand one hundred and 
tliirt3''-nine and a speed of fourteen knots. She 
carried three six-inch Armstrong breech loaders, 
two two-inch Hontorio guns and two machine 
guns. Her crow was one hundred and sevent}'- 
three men. 

The Isla de Cuba and Isla de Luzon were sister 
ships. They were both laid down at Elswick in 
188G and launched in 1887. They were third- 
chiss protected cruisers with two screws and car- 
ried military tops. Their length was one hun- 
dred and eighty-live feet, their beam thirty feet, 
th(ur mean draft eleven feet six inches, their 
disphicement one thousand and forty tons 
and their si)eed fifteen knots. They were 
lirotectod by steel dock plates and carried steel- 
(rhid conning towers. The armament of each 
consisted of six 4.7-inch Hontorio guns, four six- 
pound rapid-firing guns four one-inch Nordenfeldt 
machine guns and three tori)edo tubes. They 
carried one hundred and sixty- four men each. 

The Quiros and Villalobos were also sister 
ships, both launched at Hong Kong ; the former in 
1805 and the latter in 189(5. They were gun- 
])()ats of comi)Osite construction, single screw. 
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one hundred and forty-live feet long, and twenty- 
three feet benm. Their tonnage was three hun- 
dred and forty-Heveu and their epeed twelve 
kuuts. They were each armed with two ais-poiiud 
rapid firing guns, and two five-barrelled Norden- 
feldt machine guns. Each hud a crew of Msty. 

The gunbonte £1 Correo and General Lezo were 
likewise siHter ships. They were twin-screw 
iron vessels of five hundred and twenty-four tons 
displacement, with engines of six hundred horse 
power. They were built respectively at Carraca 
and Cartagena in 188.5. The El Correo was 
armed with three 4.7-inch Houtorio puns, two 
quick-fire guns, two machine guns and one tor- 
pedo tube. Her speed was ten knots. The Geu- 
erat Iiezo carried one 3.5-inch gun, had one 
machine gun and two torpedo tubes. The com- 
plement of each gunboat was ninety-eight men. 

The Mariiues del Duero was a dispatch boat 
used as a gunboat. She was an iron twin-screw 
vessel of live hundred tons, was built at La 
Seyne in 1875, was one hundred and fifty-seven 
feet long and twentj'-aix feet in beam. Her 
speed was ten knots an hour. She carried one 
C. 2-inch muzzle loading Palliser rifle, two 4.7- 
inch smoothbores and a machine gun. Her 
comi'lemcnt was ninety-eight men. 

Besides these the Spaniards had two transports 
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or troop 8bi])H, the Mindanao and the Manila, but 
these cannot be couHidered as active belligerents. 
The Mindanao, however, had two torpedo boats, 
which were heard from during the engagement 
and carried about one hundred and iifty men, 
although these troops took no part in the fight. 
Taking the three items of class, armament 
and complement the two fleets stood as follows : 



AMERICAN FLEET. 
Name. Class. Armament. offlwre^ 

Olympia ProtwUMl Cniiser. .Four R-ln., t4»n 5-ln., ^4 R.F. . .4fl6 

Baltimore I»n>twt- d Cniiser. . Four K-in., hIx ft-in., 10 R.F. .SOS 

RoHton Par ltd. Cruiwr... Two K-ln, hIx 6-in., 10 R.F 97a 

Raleijfh rroiwt*»<l CniistT. .Ono tJ-ln., t«*n 5-in., 14 RF.. . .«« 

OoiKH>ni ( JunlxMit Six 6-in., 9 R.F 150 

IVtrel (Jiinljoat Four ft-in., 7 R.F lOJ) 

McCulloch Revenue CutU^r . . . . Four 4-ln 180 

SPANISH FLEET. 

•Reina Cristlna. Rteol Cniiner Six «.»-in., two 2.7., 18 RF. . .870 

Castilla W<mmI (!ruiser Four 5.9, two 4.7. two 3.4 , 

I)«>n Antonio <le [two 2.9, 12 RF. .aiN) 

Ulloa Inm Cruiser Four 4.7, 5 R.F 173 

Don Juan de 

AuHtria Imn < 'miser Four 4.7. two 2.7, 21 RF 173 

Isla de Luzon . . . St*M'l l»td. Cniiser.. .Six 4.7, 8 R.F IM 

Isla detul»a. . .. St«H'l Pt<l. Cruiser.. .Six 4.7, 8 R.F IM 

Velast**) Inm Cniis«*r Three U-in., two 2.7, 2R.F. . . .178 

Marques del I)u- 

ero < Juiiboat One «.2, two 4.7, 1 R. F 98 

(leneral Lezo... OunlMuit ilneS-.^. 1 R.F' 97 

El (^ornM) (}untM>at Three 4.7. 4 R.F 1 1« 

Quiros (Juii»>oat 4 R.F W 

VillalolKW ( JunlMMit 4 R.F 00 

Two torpt'do iNMtH and two transports. 

In resume the matter stood therefore as fol- 
lows: 

AVe had four cruisers, two gunboats, one cut- 
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ter, fifty-aeTen olasttified big guns; seventy-four 
rapid fireFB and inauliina guns and one thousand 
eight hundred and eight men. 

Against us were pitted seven cruisers, five gun- 
boats, tivo torpedo boats; fifty-two classified big 
guns; eighty-three rapid firers and niiichine 
guns, and one thousand nine hundred and forty- 
eight men. 

It cannot be denied that ^e had a greater 
number of heavy guns and that our ships were of 
modern construction, nor must it be overlooked 
that the Spanish fleet was much more numerous 
and that it had the immense assistance of pro- 
tecitiug ports manned with strong garrisons and 
mounting an unknown number of guns, of whose 
caliber and force we had been told most terrify- 
ing things. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIB8T ROUND. 

It was with barely steerajjce way that, with the 
United States Ha^ tlying at all our mastheads, 
with drums beating to (luarters, and having sailed 
some seventeen miles up the bay, our tleet, as 
soon as it had sighted the S))aniards, x)assed in 
a broad curve to the east side of the bay. Then, 
with the Olympia leading, we curved around the 
Manila water front; again turned and headed for 
a sailing line exactly parallel to the line of Mon- 
tojo's fleet. 

It might liave been that Montojo for one wild 
moment imagined that it was the Commodore's 
intention to put out of the bay again, on the 
c(mclusion that he had run into a stronger foe 
than he had anticii)ated. If so, the Don was 
soon to be most dreadfully disillusioned. 

The Commodore's ]>lan — and from first to last 
ho followed it out witli a grim and steadfast pre- 
cision that made every man in the fleet as grim 
and deliberate — the Commodore's ]»lan of action 
was simply this: The detour to the east was in 
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order to drop tlie Biiiiply Hbi[)8 at a careful dis- 
tance and tbcu to sweep aiouud with sufficieut 
wuy to Lave icood Hniliiig imttt the eneiny. Eatrh 
of tbe shiimwait to Liild ber lirei until witLiu cer- 
tain effective diHtttuce; to jiour in every ut ail able 
shot u» hilio patiHed tbe eueuiy 'n fleet and fortM ; to 
wbeel an huou uh ebe had jmased out of efFectire 
distance ; to uteam \>ast the furtu and fleet ou a 
return Hue, but closer inshore than ou tbe 
tirst line of attack ; to wbccl again na soon as she 
bad i>asHed out of effective rau^e and to keep 
thus vhceliug and passini; and iiriuf; until tbe 
forts were silenced and tbe fleet was snittHhed, or 
until » signal of recall was floated. As we i>assed 
on the eastward curve before actually beginning 
the engagement, our lookouts reported that Ad- 
miral Montojo's flag was flying on tbe cruiser 
Beiua Cristina. They reported also that the 
ij I laniards appeared to l>o protected by a sort of 
rongbly constructed boom (if logs. I coulil dis- 
tini^uish un steam up and it occuiTcd to tue that 
tbti Spanish admiral's idea was that our shijis 
would Iio drawn up oinioNite bis aud that the 
fight would be carried on as a Kort of brigade 
eugugement, encb man to stand bis ground until 
shot down. If HO, be was iineo more woefully 
disillusioned. Tbe Commodore's idea was an 
engagement of evolution, I understand that in 
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the official reports Beut to Madrid it was stated, 
with the true Si»anish iirocens of extracting self- 
adulatiou out of a bad job, that Montojo had 
''forced the American fleet to njana'uvre fre- 
quently." It is the one joke of the tragedy. 

As we steamed slowly along then, after droj)- 
ping the sup])ly ships there came a spit of ilame 
and a boom from the bastions of Cavite, followed 
immediately by another tlame spit and a sharper 
report from one of the Spanish flagship's modern 
guns. Both shots dropped sonjewhere in the 
bay and our only answer was in sending up a 
string of flags bearing the code watchword 
'* Remember the Maine. '* Not exactly our only 
answer cither; for as the flags fluttered out the 
whole fleet roared, but it was not the roar of 
guns, it was the concerted yelp of the sea dogs 
that knew their time for vengeance was at hand. 

On steamed the fleet, with every gun loaded 
and every man at his post; but not a lanyard was 
pulled. Even the Spaniards at Cavite ceased 
tiring as we moved down toward Manila. As we 
rounded past the city's water-front, with about 
four miles of blue water between us and it, we could 
with our glasses make out the city walls, church 
towers, and other liigh places, crowded with sight- 
seers. I heard afterward that a number of these 
sightseers drove down to Cavite to see the 
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Yank^^GS blown out of tbe water. I never heard 
how they gut hack. The battery on the Luueta 
uiule i>aitl us a little more itttentioii and seat 
throe Hliellu at uh. Thoy iiiUHt hare been from 
lartse f;u"H. for l^ho ijrojeotiles acreaiued far ovor- 
iicad and ft;ll iiiileH beyond ua. Here attain it 
wiM the imiiatient Coueord that rc|ilied and she 
Bent two of her HhellB hurtliiit; toward the fort. 

The Commodore, however, sent uj) a aignal to 
hohl fire an ho bad no idea of buttering; down the 
city yet. An we turned from Manila the Coin- 
niodoro said something abont the pictureaiiue- 
ncKa of the city, addint; that the blue hilla to the 
bix^k of the town reminded him of thone of Ver- 
mont. It wna moat unaffectedly Raid and was no 
more tinired with bravado than was Cui>tain 
WiUlea' uae of a V'dni-lcnf fan dnrin^ the cn- 
ij:nKfntent. Cniitain Wildea used the fan because 
he felt hot, and heaven knowa it waa ouo of the 
hottest tSundny nioruint;a that I ever remember; 
and the Commodore aijoke of the Luzon hilla as 
ho did becauxe they imprcsaitd him aa they did. 
From the firat to the laat the Oimuuodore never 
for ono instant changed bis demeanor, which was 
nhvnya that of a mnu who ha<l a duty to do and 
who went about it with the |)lain, evorydii.v de- 
termination to do that duty. As wo headed 
toward the Siiauiith Hcet their gunnera and thuae 
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of the forts hejjcan a rif?ht merrj" fusillade. There 
was a good deal of the booming roar that showed 
the presence of old guns, but there was also a 
good deal of the sharper declamation that told 
us of modern rifles and of heavy work laid out 
for us. 

So far as guns were concerned that would have 
been the fact had it not been that in this battle 
of Manila the value of the man behind the gun as 
a lighting factor was pre-eminent. AVith all this 
thundering and snapping of the Spaniards, how- 
ever, there was no answer from us ; the turrets 
were silent and each spons(m was unsmoked. 
Up went the signal, **Hold your fire until close 
in, '* and on went the s<iuadron. Suddenly some- 
thing happened. Close off the bow of the Balti- 
more there came a shaking of the bay and a 
geyser of mud and water. Then right ahead of 
tlie Raleigh came another ugly fountain of harbor 
soil and water. 

We were among the mines at last. 

No notice whatever was taken of the fact. No 
change of course was ordered; no special word 
of command was given and though each man of 
us, I suppose, took a tooth grip of the lower 
lip and had no idea of how many seconds lay 
between liim and kingdom come, I can state it as 
a fact that the only remarks I heard made were 



With Uowey at Manila. 



51 



Bur.1i natural ouen as "Tur)icdoes at last," or 
"Now we'll tiot it." 

But we did Dot get it, for 'these two upheavals 
marked the exteut of our experieuce with thfl 
"terrible mines" of Muuiln bay. Still the roar 
and suap of the Spanish ships and forts kept ou 
as they had ever since teu minutes past five, with 
the short eessatiuu wliile we were opjiosite Ma- 
nila, and still, with the exuejition of the Coii- 
cord's evidence of iuipatience, we had not begun 
to fi);:ht. The Cummodoro, bis chief of stuH 
Oominatider Lambertou, the execjitivG officer 
Lieutenant Beose and the navigator, were ou the 
forward bridge. Captain tiridley was in the 
couuiug tower. With a glance at the shore the 
Commodore turned to the officer nest to him ami 
said "About five thousand yards I should nay, 
eb, ReoBO?" 

"Between that and six tboitnami, I should 
think, sir," Reese uusweretl. 

The Commodoio then leaned over the railing 
and culled out: 

"When you are ready you may fire, Gridley." 

Cajitaiu (iridlcy evidently waa rcadj', for it 
was at eighteen minutes and thirty-five seuonds 
of six o'clock when the Commodore gave the 
order to fire, and it was at eighteen minutes and 
thirtj-four seconds of six o'<ilo<ik when the flour 
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of the bridge sprnng up beneath our feet as the 
port eight-iuch gun of our forward turret gave 
its introductory roar. Our first aim was at the 
center of the Spanish fleet, the Olympiads shot 
being particularly directed, as a sort of inter- 
national mark of courtesy, to the Keina Cristina. 
About coincidental with the Commodore's 
polite intimati(m to Captain Gridley, he ordered 
the signal run up for the ships astern, '"Fire as' 
convenient. " 

As our turret gun rang out, the Baltimore and 
Boston took up the chorus, their forward guns 
pitching in two-hundrcd-and-fifty-pound shells. 
The reply of the Spaniards was simi>ly teiTific. 
Their shi]) and shore guns seemed to unite in 
one unending snap and roar, while the scream of 
their shot, the bursting of shells, made up a din 
that was as savage as it was unceasing. It was, 
however, but as the scraping of fiddle strings to 
the blare and crash of a full orchestra when com- 
pared w4th that which was to follow. 

One wailing, shrieking shell was making 
straight for the Olympiads forward bridge when 
it exploded about a hundred feet in front of us, 
one fragment sawing the rigging just over our 
heads. Another fragment chiselled a long splin- 
ter from the deck just under where the Commo- 
dore stood, a third smaslied the bridge gratings, 
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and all around and about and above us tliere vae 
the sputter and sLriek and roar of projectiles. 

But the miracle was that uone of ue was hit. 
Through this hail of miraculously impotent steel 
we steered uutil within a diHtauce of four thou- 
sand yards of the Kpauish column. 

"Open with all the ^uiis/'said the Commo- 
dore, and they were opened. That is, all on the 
port broadside. The ej^ht-inchers roared and 
the five-inch rapid firers siiluttered and cracked, 
and soon the Baltimore was booming away, tbeu 
the Baleigh, then the Boston and Concord and 
finally tbe Petrel, as busy and earnest in the 
management of ber long popguns as though the 
very issue of tbe fight depended on ber. 

By tbe time tbe Petrel had passed the Span- 
iards, the Olympia bad swung around on her 
return line of attack and once more we were 
steaming past Montojo with our starboard guns 
flaming, roaring, spitting and smoking as we 
went. As wo passed, tbe batteries on shore and 
the Spanijih batteries afioat bauged awaj- at us, 
fighting gallantly and furiously. One shot went 
clean through tbe Baltimore, but hit no one. 
Another struck just outside tbe wardroom but 
did not even dent the ship's side. Another cut 
the signal halyards from Lieutenant Brumbuy's 
hands on the after bridge; Ensign Dodridge's 
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stateroom on board the Boston was wrecked by a 
shell which entered the fore quarter and started 
a fire, while another fire was started by a shell 
which burst in the port hammock netting. 
Another shell passed through the Boston's fore- 
mast not far from where Captain AVildes was on 
the bridge. 

On the third turn the Raleigh was caught in a 
strong insetting current and was carried plum]> 
into the bows of two Spanisli cruisers. Instead 
of sending her to the bottom, tlio enemy's shiiis 
seemed to be positively useless, so taking advan- 
tage of her nearness, the Raleigh sent ii^a cnuiile 
of raking fires before she steamed 1)ack into place. 
Captain Coghlan and Lieutenant Singer H|)oke of 
it afterward as the picnic of the engagement. 

It was on the third turn, too, that th<; gi'i^at 
naval duel between the two flagships took place. 

AVhen we sighted the Spanish fleet, I remarked, 
it will be remembered, that the enemy seemed to 
have no steam up and that the fleet seemed to lie 
behind a breakwater. As we came closer to 
them, however, we saw more clearly the scheme 
of their order. Put out your right hand with 
the thumb extended ; call the thumb the Cavito 
spit and the space between the thumb and the 
forefinger Cavite Bay. Manila lies about where 
the nail of the forefing(»r is. The town of 
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Cavite lies in the pocket of the thumb and fore- 
fiuger. Olid the thiimh'a iiail Btnnda for the main 
Cavite batteries, four in number. Put a pencil 
halfway aprosa from the thumb's nail to the root 
joint of the forefintier and it will stand for the 
Cnvite arsenal with it« boom extension. Behind 
this boom lay the gunboats of the Spanish fleet, 
while in front of it, facing Manila Bay, Tvere the 
Spanish cniisers. 

They lay anchored while wo made our first and 
secmtd parallels of attack, but by the time we 
were swerpinR Hji on the third course their 
stokers had made such hnrry work that the sitioke 
ponred out of the Iteina C'ristina's smokestacks; 
there was a fleece of white fathered about the 
Hteam pipe, and the flagship moved out to the 
attack. She gallantly stood for theOlymiiia and 
it looked as though It was her iut«nticn to ram 
us. The Commodore passed the word to con- 
centrate all possible lire on the Beina Christina, 
and she actually shivered under the batterixig of 
our storm of shot and shell. Itents appeared near 
her waterline where the eight-inch shells had 
torn their way. One shot struck the port bridge 
on which Admiral Montojo stood, upon which, 
like the brave man he was, the admiral coolly 
stepped to the other end. 

But CO bravery could stand the driving, crush- 
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ing, rending of the tons of steel which we poured 
into the Cristina, and there was quite a little 
cheer from our forward men as the Spanish flag- 
ship slowly turned and made for the shore. But 
appreciation of courage on the part of the enemy 
did not prevent our gunners from also appreciat- 
ing the excellent opportunity which the retreat- 
ing flagship gave us for a raking shot. As she 
got into her swing with the stern dead toward 
us, one of Captain Gridley's guns thundered, and 
an eight-inch shell struck the enemy as squarely in 
the center as though she had been painted off in 
target squares. It was a bull's-eye, so marvelous 
in its exactness and so terrible in its effects that 
I cannot help speaking of it a little more at 
length. 

We saw from where we stood that it shattered 
the Cristina's steering gear, and, unless our eyes 
very much deceived us, we saw, too, that the 
8])aniard was actually driven forward with a 
shivering moticm like one prize flt^hter sent in 
catapult fashion staggering into the ropes from 
the flst blow of another prize fighter. From 
what we learned then, and from what we learned 
afterward, I am convinced that no mAn in the 
s<iuadron had up to that time any idea of the 
awfully destructive possibilities of the eight- 
incher. The projectile weighed two hundred 
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and fifty pounds, and one hundred and fifty 
pounds of powder were used to expel it. The gun 
itself was about twenty-eight feet long. When 
it leftOridley's gun the shell traveled at the rate 
of two thousand feet a second. The distance be- 
tween the Olympia and the Reina Cristina was 
about two thousand five hundred yards, and the 
time between the shot's leaving the muzzle of our 
gun and its impact on the stern of the Spanish 
ship was the scarcely appreciable one of five seo< 
onds. 

When it left our gun it had what ia techni- 
cally known as an energy of eight thousand and 
eleven hundred foot-tons ; that is, it would have 
gone through twenty-one and a half inches of 
Harveyized steel. But the Reina Cristina was an 
un armored vessel and all that enormous penetra- 
tive energy was expended on the Spanish cruiser's 
protected sides and such internal resistance as 
partitions, bulkheads, engines, etc. It was 
through all these obstructions that the great 
shell tore its way until it reached the aft boiler. 
There it exploded and as it did so ripped up the 
deck of the cruiser and scattered its hail of steel 
in all directions. We could see the smoke pour- 
ing out of the vessel, the gush of escaiiiug steam 
and the shower of splinters and mantlled bodies. 

That one shot practically disabled the Spanish 
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flajxship, while in the whole duel between the 
Cristina and the Olympia sixty of the Spanish 
crew were killed including tlie chaplain and first 
lieutenant. It was small wonder she retreated. 

Every time we swung round the ellipse line of 
attack and broujicht our broadside to bear on the 
Spanish fleet our eight-inch guns perforated the 
enemy's protected decks and sides with all the 
ease and accuracy imaginable. For such a range 
and for such an engagement the eight-inch gun 
was exactly what was needed. 

It was during the frightful hubbub of the duel 
between the admiral and the Commodore that 
two gunboats belonging to the Mindanao and 
acting as tori)edo boats crept out from behind 
the Cavite pier and started in to do deR]>erate 
deeds. One stole out alcmg the shore, then 
turned and made for the rujiply ships, while 
the other headed for the Olympia. The Petrel 
was sent after the first and after a sharp bark or 
two from her four-pounders, the Spaniard evi- 
dently gave up the job and made for the shore. 
The Petrel made after her and while the Spanish 
crew clambered over their boat's sides and on to 
the beach and up into the underbrush, the 
Petrel turned her rapid-fire guns on their craft 
and literally blew her to pieces. 

The other torpedo boat, which was bound to 
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deBtro? our flagship, made a better fight. Our 
seoondary battery waa concentrated on her, but 
still she kept on until within five hundred yardB, 
and matters were beginning to look serious for 
us. Then the machine guns in the tops began 
to treat her to a hailstorm aud this proved too 
much for this representative of Spanish naval 
daring. She turned tail, and as she did so the 
same fate that befell the Beina Cristina on her 
retreat overtook this gunboat. A shell struck 
her just inside the stern railing, exploded, and 
the gunboat dipped suddenly in the middle, her 
stem and bow rose as suddenly in the air, and 
she disappeared. 

"While the Olympia was attending to the Beina 
Cristina the Baltimore directed her particular 
attention to the Castilia, and before our vessel 
had sent in her last gun from the aft turret the 
Spaniard was in flames from stem to stem. It 
was this sudden blaze of the CastiUa that led to 
the Spanish report of our use of petroleum 
bombs. It is scarcely necessary to say that it 
was solely due to the explosion of modern shells 
in an antiquated wooden boat. 

Backward and forward we went twice more, 
each time drawing nearer to the devoted Spanish 
fleet, and as each of our vessels came into action 
the saui^ wttDWUvre was repeated. First the for- 
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ward grunB, then the broadside, port or starboard, 
as it might be, and lastly, the stern chasers as 
each vessel passed and gave place to the follow- 
ing ship. The firing of our broadsides was dis- 
tinguished by a well-defined crash that came as 
regularly as clockwork, while the fire of the 
Spanish ships and forts produced a continuous 
roll and rattle. But with all this unbroken roar 
from the enemy afloat and ashore, none of our 
ships was seen to stagger or draw off, and when 
we were near enough to be well in range of the 
Spanish small guns and fighting tops, still the 
American line of ships went on with its deadly 
work as uninterruptedly as though it had been a 
railroad train running on a strict schedule time 
through a grove of yokels armed with putty 
blowers. 

After passing five times in front of the enemy 
and the men having been at their blazing work 
for two uninterrupted hours the Commodore con- 
cluded that it would be well to call a halt. By 
this time the smoke of the engagement was hang- 
ing so thick along the shore and over the water 
that not only was it almost impossible to distin- 
guish ship or fort except by a gray mass and the 
sputter of fiame, but we were so smoke-encom- 
passed that it was next to an impossibility to see 
any signals. 



With Dewey at Manila. 



61 

"What time is it, Beese?" asked the Commo- 
dore. 

"Seven forty-five, air." 

''Breakfast time," said the Commodore with 
BnoddBmilei"ruiiup the signals for 'ceuaefiriDg' 
and to follow me." 

With that the Olympia's bows were set for a 
run to the eastern side of the bay where the 
storeships la.v. As we swung out the Spaniards 
gave a cheer. Badly used up as they were there 
was lots of fight in them yet and they possibly 
imagined as they saw our line forming to with- 
draw that the fit;ht was over. So, too, might the 
Manila gunners on the Luueta fort have done for 
as we i>assed them they let fly with their Krupp 
guus. 

"No reply, I suppose, sir?" said Lamberton, 
looking meaningly over to the forward turret, 
while the men at the five-iucb guns were cocking 
their eyes iuiiuisi lively up at the bridge. 

"Oh, no," said the Commodore, "let them 
amuse themselvee if they will. We will hnve 
plenty of opportunity to burn powder. We 
haven't begun fighting yet." 

And so it proved, for dreadful as these two 
hours had been for the Spaniards they were mild 
in tbeir results coniiiarcd to that which was to 
come. We had but concluded the first round. 
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CHAPTER V. 



ALL HANDS PIPED TO BBEAKFAST. 

No sooner bad we reached the anchorage 
ground beside the transport ships than the Com- 
modore called all the commanders on board to 
report. Then it was that the wonder of it came 
to pass. 

Not a ship disabled. 

Not a gun out of order. 

Not a man killed. 

Not a man injured. 

It seemed absolutely impossible, but it was 
the fact. There were, it is true, some rents in 
the rigging, some gashes in the upiier works, and 
some scratches along the decks of the ships ; a few 
of the men were scratched and bruised by 
tumbling over lines and buckets, but that was 
all. I sa3'' again, it seemed incredible that this 
should have been the result to us in that awful 
two hours' fight, while to the Spaniards it had 
meant such destruction and desolation. Captain 
after captain reported to the Commodore in the 
same strain. 
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"All in good shape, sir," reported Captain 
Wildes of the Boston, "except that it was very 
hot." 

"Men tired and ship a little scratched," said 
Captftin Dyer of the Baltimore. 

"Everythiug all right and ready to resume 
husinaBH at a moment's notice, " said Commander 
Walker of the Concord. 

" 'Out of the jaws of death, out of the gates 
of Hell,' and only a little smoky from the trip," 
said Captain Ooghlan of the Raleigh, who has his 
poets. 

" Poor Randall died from heart-disease as we 
were passing Corregidor," reported Captain 
Hodgson, "but that is the extent of our casual- 
ties." Frank B. Randall was the engineer of the 
McCuIloch and had long been subject to heart- 
disease. The suppresBed excitement of running 
the gauntlet of the entrance forts in the dark, and 
the heat of the McCulloch's engine-room, proved 
too much for him, and he died quite suddenly. 
His death, however, can in no way he listed as a 
fatality of the engagement. 

There were many stories told of miraculous 
escapes. A shell entered the Boston's wardroom 
in which Paymaster Martin sat. He swears that 
the missile was making straight for him and that 
it exploded within five feet of him. It partially 
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wrecked the wardroom, hut not a fragment 
struck Martin. 

Down in the wardroom of the Olympia the 
surgeon's operating tahle had heen set out, wait- 
ing for the suhjects that never came. Chaplain 
Frazier was down there waiting to comfort or 
administer the last rites to the wounded or dying 
heroes who never materialized. Growing tired 
of waiting for these the chaplain 6tuck his head 
out of one of the six-pounder gun ports, when a 
shell struck the ship's side some three feet away. 
Mr. Frazier drew his liead back with the rapid- 
ity of a galvanized turtle and so preserved us our 
representative of the Church Militant. And so 
on. 

Funny little finger-points of character were 
thrown out here and there. Wo heard, for in- 
stance, that one lieutenant of the Baltimore, who 
was rather a good young man, too, was heard 
softly swearing to himself the most extravagant 
and outlandish oaths possible, all the time we 
were stealing up the bay; another sang the first 
four bars of "Sweet Marie" over and over again 
with a persistency that was maddening; while 
brave old Howard of the Concord put a shade 
over his electric light and read his Bible by it 
while entering the Boca Grande. 

"We learned alr,o in this exchange of facts and 
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ideas that among the men the general impression 
prevailed that we were t^oing to have a battle in 
the dark, with all its shadowy dangers of firing 
at friend or foe. When the real spectocalar pro- 
gramme broke on them, the deck officers said the 
relief of ttje men was positi-vely touching. It 
should be remembered that most of the fellows 
had never been under fire, hut when once the 
battle did begin, they, despite the fever of fiKht 
that was burning in their veins, acted with the 
precision of veterans. Once iu it they did not 
want to stop. Dowu on onr decks we could hear 
subdued groans, the broad sense of which was, 
"0)i, let's finish it up," but when the news spreul 
thnt tfae Commodore was onl.v taking wind be- 
tween the rounds, it was no longer possible to 
restrain them, nor for a moment or two was 
there any atteimpt to exact the strict enforcement 
of discipline. All over the decks the Jackies 
could be seen slapping each other on the back, 
shaking hands and doing a few stejts of horn- 
pipe, and this I verily believe not because there 
was not a man missing from any luesa, but be- 
cause they were going to fight again. 

There was need, however, for the interlude. 
As I have said the smoke of battle had grown so 
thick that signals could not be seen, and the 
Commodore had no idea of letting anything in- 
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terfere "with his programme. He had started out 
to destroy the Spanish fleet and he was going to 
do it. It was turning out to be an easier task 
than he had anticipated, and having rattled his 
antagonist in the first round, he quietly con- 
cluded that there was no occasion to rush matters, 
and that as the men had been fighting on a single 
cup of coffee all round and it was a hot morning, 
it was just as well to haul off a little while for 
needed refreshment. To be sure it gave the enemy 
also a breathing spell, but the Commodore was 
too generous a fighter to begrudge them that. 
Besides it was a positive mercy to the men in the 
turrets. 

It had been bad enough for us ; breathing the 
powder smoke; clinging to the railings as the 
ship shivered and shook after each discharge; 
exposed, of course, to the enemy's fire and 
scampering back and forward as occasion re- 
quired, but we were in the open and could, in a 
degree, see what was going on. 80, too, could 
the men behind the shield guns; because, not- 
withstanding precautionary orders, as the fight 
proceeded the Jackies persisted in running out 
to watch the effect of their shots and to see gen- 
erally how things were getting along. But think 
what it must have been for the men in the tur- 
rets. Take for instance the forward turret of the 
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Olympia on that broiling hot Sunday morning in 
the tropics. 

In the turret w«re the two eight-inch guna and 
twelve Yankee gunners, guns and men occupy- 
ing about every available inch of space. Above 
them and between the guns rose the platform of 
the conning tower where Captain tiridley and hia 
assistant perched. The roar of the guns with 
their eor'splitting concussions, and the occa- 
sional crash of a Spanish shell on the turret, and 
the hard, hard work of manning the guns in that 
confined and vibrating air, make up a combination 
of trials of which the man who has not experi- 
enced it can form no possible idea. 

"Would you like to know what it is that the 
man behind a turret gun has to do? The turret 
crew is mustered six for each gun, captain, plug- 
man, loader, sponger, liftman, and shellman. 
Each man knows exactly what bis duties are and 
has been drilled and drilled into them until he 
has become an automaton — but an automaton 
only BO far as hia actions are concerned, for back 
of and urging on these lies the great, brave, 
fighting heart of the man. The crew is kept on 
deck up to tUo very last instant before entering 
the turret and when once there, not a word ex- 
cept that of the division officer is heard. The 
twelve half-naked men stand like statues beside 
*be great machines of death. 
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The order "Cast loose and provide" is heard 
and the twelve machines spring into action. The 
breech is opened, elevating gear inspected, lash- 
ings cast off, loading trays inspected, firing 
locks prepared, slides placed, priming wires cor- 
rectly disposed, and all of the delicate parapher- 
nalia that make up a modem gun, inspected. 

Again the men become twelve machines and 
the order "Load" is given. Up from the maga- 
zine is hauled the projectile and placed on the 
loading tray. The great shell is pushed home 
and by the time this is done the po^vder load has 
been placed behind it. Oas checks and screw 
locks are adjusted, the breech is locked home, 
the primer inserted, the lanyard hooked and the 
lock cocked. 

Then comes the sighting, the man for this duty 
being one of selection. Sometimes there is a 
man on ship who can point one of these monster 
guns with the accuracy of a Texas ranger, and 
cnu do nothing else well. Sometimes it is an 
officer who has a good eye, but in every case the 
man at the sight thinks himself, and is the pivot 
man of the engagement. The order to ** Fire" 
rings out, the lanyard is pulled and the thunder- 
bolt is on its vfSLy, 

Six shots a minute blazed out of the Olympiads 
turret; the powder smoke poured through the 
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portholea in a choking smeach ; with each dia- 
charge the turret efaook and roclied as though in 
Ml earthqualie; the air was shaken with a oou- 
tinuoua crash and thunder; but through it all 
the orders "Sponge," "Load," "Point," "Fire," 
went on and the twelve reeking, choking, quiver- 
ing men went on, with their labors — labors that 
chipped off a year of each man's life every 
instant. No wonder that when the first round 
was over the turret-men crept out into the open 
like BO many victims of a colliery explosion — 
blackened, gasping, air-beating things. All 
honor, then, to "the men behind the guns." 

Preparations for the second round were con- 
ducted in the most buainess-Iike fashion. The 
Commodore had decided on three hours' rest, 
and this being ample time for all the preparatory 
work needed there was no hurry, nor was there 
any waste. First of all, all hands were piped to 
breakfast. It was a hearty, cheery feast, and 
while I am not historian enough to have the 
details of every great combat at my pen's point, 
it strikes me that this deliberate hauling off and 
sitting down to breakfast in the middle of a sea- 
fight, with the calm knowledge that the other fel- 
low would not, or could not interrupt it, and 
that when we hud finished and the dishes were 
all cleared away we could start in anew and finish 
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up the joh, stands as a situation unique in the 
chronicles of maritime warfare. Here were two 
fleets in deadly opposition. Between the fleets 
there was a fight in progress on whose upshot 
the history of two nations in the Orient de- 
pended. One fleet lay over in the shelter of 
forts that were still a fighting force, with con- 
fusion aboard and a desperate outlook ahead; 
while the other fieet lay over here, just out of 
range, unconcernedly eating breakfast. 

Breakfast being over there was a general clean- 
up of men, decks and guns, the ammunition 
rooms were refilled, fleet orders issued and the 
engines inspected. 

''Everything all right, Lamberton?" asked the 
Commodore. 

** Everything, I believe, sir," replied Lamber- 
ton. 

"Very well. Call to quarters and get under 
way." 

The boatswains' whistles and the marine drums 
shrilled and dubbed. And at 10 :45 every man 
was at his poet and we were off for the second 
round. 
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Befobe Captain Nehemiah M. Dyer of the Bal- 
timore went over the ship's side to his launch I 
noticed that be was talking very earnestly to tbe 
Commodore. These two had been friends for 
many years. Both New Englanders, both grad- 
uates in the hard school of experience. Dyer 
had never been to Annapolis, but he bad served 
on land and sea. He had shown during tbe Civil 
"War what wonderfully effective things could be 
done by afleet of gunboats and,,though no acade- 
iisiciau^was as good a fighter as tbe presideot of 
auy Board of Strategy. The talk between the two 
men ended with a nod of aciiuiencence on the 
jiartof the Commodore followed by a haDdsbake. 
Captain Dyer had not reached his ship before wo 
knew what the subject of the conversation had 
been nnd what its result. For, turning to his 
fluK officer, the Commodore instructed him to run 
up the Bit^iials that the Baltimore would lead in 
the secoud round. 

Tlie i^ogramme for tb$ wcond «ct of the 
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tragedy, — and liere again everything was laid 
down with the exactness of a time table, — was that 
we were to finish up the enemy's fleet, taking 
one ship after another, and then attend to the 
forts. Again we sailed around to the Manila 
channel, and as we drew near the Spaniards we 
saw that the Cristina, the Castilla, and the trans- 
port Mindanao, which latter had been beached 
about midway between Cavite and Manila, were 
all ablaze, and that their crews were busy as so 
many ants trying to put out the flames. 

The condition of the Spanish flagship was 
most pitiable. Her duel with the Olympia, and 
the raking which she had received when turning 
to seek cover, I have described. Every attempt 
had been made during the breathing spell to put 
her into some sort of shape, but evidently without 
success; for before we had commenced firing the 
second time we saw Admiral Montojo transfer- 
ring his fiag from the Cristina to the Isla de 
Cuba. Others saw it also, and from the McCul- 
loch came her launch shooting and snipping 
through the bay and making for the Olympia. 
She had on board Lieutenants Calkins and Nel- 
son, who Cftme with the petition to the Commo- 
dore that he would allow them to make a dash 
for the admiral's gig and capture the Spaniard 
in transit. The Commodore, however, had to 
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refuse, as he knew that should snob an attempt 
be made every Spanish gun would bo turned 
upon the launch and she would simply be blown 
out of the water. 

The Baltimore, following Captain Dyer's 
etraight-to-the-point tactics, headed for the 
Cristina and Austria. Asshe came within range 
she caught all of the Spanish fire that was left 
on board those two ships. It seemed that in their 
desperation the Spaniards fired better at this 
time than they had in the earlier morning, for 
one of the foreigner's shells exploded on the Balti- 
more's deck wounding five men with the splin- 
ters. No reply oame from the Baltimore. A 
few minutes passed and another shell plunked on 
the Baltimore's decks, and three other men were 
hit. Still the Baltimore did not reply. Shells 
plunged about her until she seemed plowing 
through a park of fountains. Then, when she 
reached about a three-thousand-yard range, she 
swung and poured a broadside into the Keina 
Cristina. I really believe that every shot must 
have told, for the former fiagahip seemed literally 
to crumble at the discharge. The smoke clouds 
hid everything for a minute or two, but when 
they lifted we saw the Cristina blow up, and the 
waters about her beaten with a rain of descend- 
ing fragments and men. Under that shrieking. 
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roaring discharge of the Baltimore's, Captain 
Cadarso and many of bis men were killed. 
When the rain of her fragments had ceased the 
Cristina settled and sank, the remainder of her 
crew jumping overboard and swimming for the 
nearest consort. 

The Spanish navy being less the Cristina, the 
Baltimore then turned her attention to the San 
Juan de Austria, the Olympia and Raleigh steam- 
ing up to complete the destruction in as merci- 
fully brief a time as possible. The three cruisers 
poured a continuous stream of deadly steel into 
the Spaniard, which rocked under the smashing. 
The Spaniard replied as best she might, but in 
the midst of it all there came a roar that drowned 
all previous noises. A shell from the Raleigh 
had struck the Spaniard's magazine and exploded 
it. Up shot the Austria's decks in the flaming 
volcano, and so terriflc was the exiilosion that tlie 
flying fragments of the cruiser actually tore 
away all the up^icr works of the gunboat El 
Correo which lay beside her. The Austria was a 
sinking wreck and El Correo was so nearly one 
that as a coup dn grace the Petrel steamed up 
close to the S|>anish gunboat and put her out of 
misery and existence. 

A gunboat, which we learned afterward was 
the General Lezo, had been quite active during 
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the cannonade on the Don Juaa de Austria, and 
Commander "Walker of the Concord, aeeing this, 
turned his attention to the small Spaniard, and 
with a few well-directed shells soon silenced 
her. She made for the shore, but before she 
had reached it was ablaze, her crew taking to the 
water. 

The cruisers Velasco and Castilla were the next 
of the enemy's ships to be wiped out. The 
Boston gave the Velasco special attention. Cap- 
tain Wildes, still fanning himself vigorously, 
swinging his ship around until he could give the 
Spaniard a broadside. When he had fired the 
Velasco listed heavily to port, showing the 
jagged rents in her starboard side as she did so, 
then careened to the starboard and went down 
smoking, with barely time enough for her crew 
to throw over their boats and make for the 
shore. The Castilla had been set on tire in the 
first onslaught, and when the Concord and Balti- 
more poured their tremendous weight of shells 
into her, she wnti scuttled in order to prevent the 
magazine from exploding. 

Every ship in the Spanish fleet, with one ex- 
ception fought noHt valiantly, but to the Don 
Antonio de TJIloa and her commander Robion 
should be given the palm for that sort of desper- 
ate courage and spirit which leads a {nan to die 
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fighting. The flagship and Boston were the exe- 
cutioners. Under their shells the Ulloa was 
soon burning in half a dozen places; but her 
fighting crew gave no signs of surrender. Shot 
after shot struck the Spaniard's hull, until it 
was riddled like a sieve. Shell after shell swept 
her upper decks, until under the awful fire all of 
her upper guns were useless ; but there was no 
sign of surrender. The main deck crew escaped, 
but the captain and his ofiicers clung to their 
wreck. On the lower deck her gun crews stuck 
to their posts like the heroes they were. As shot 
after shot struck the shivering hulk, and still her 
lower guns answered back as best they might, it 
seemed as though it was impossible to kill her. 
At last we noticed her in the throes, that sicken- 
ing unmistakable lurch of a sinking ship. Her 
commander noticed it, too; still there was no 
surrender. Instead, he nailed the Spanish 
ensign to what was left of the mast and the Don 
Antonio de Ulloa went down, not only with her 
colors fiying, but also with her lower guns still 
roaring defiance. It was a brave death and I am 
sure ever man in the squadron would have liked 
to have shaken Commander Bobion by the hand, 
Don though he be of the same nation that bred 
Weyler. 

Just as the picture of the Ulloa 's end is luridly 
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bright, HO that of another ship ia gloomily 
dark. For the sake of her gallant mates, this 
ship shall be Danieless. She had hauled down 
her colors about the aame time that the TJIloa had 
refused to do so aud had gone down with them all 
a-flutter. A boat's orew from the McCulloch was 
signaled to go and take possession of this name- 
less ship, when to our amazement she opened fire 
OD the approaohing gig. The ensign stood up in 
the stern in open-mouthed wonder at such a 
piece of treachery, but kept bis boat along her 
course. The incident had not passed unob- 
served by the squadron, however, aud the Span- 
iard's fate was a swift one. There was no need 
for the Commodore to fly a signal, for it was aa 
with a common impulse that every one of our 
vessels stopped firing at the enemy in general 
and directed every available shot at that Spaniard 
in particular. The bay leaped up and foamed 
around the traitorous vessel as though it had 
been struck by the whip end of a Texas tornado, 
and when the waters were at rest again the Span- 
iard bad vanished as completely as though that 
tornado had carried her bodily into a neighbor- 
ing State. 

Of course there were other incidents in this 
resumption of the fight, which I have referred to 
as the second round, but as the firini; grew faster 
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and more furious and as the smoke settled down 
again it was again almost impossible to distinguish 
exact and particular acts. Ship after ship was 
sunk or burned, until poor old Don Patricio 
Montojo y Parason, looking around him and see- 
ing but the shattered and blackened remnants of 
his fleet, while on the Isla de Cuba the guns stood 
useless and the decks deserted, hauled down 
his colors and, together with the surviving Span- 
iards, hastily escaped from the sinking and burn- 
ing hulk, admiral and officers alike leaving 
behind them all their personal property and val- 
uables. Once on shore Montojo, w^th his staff, 
made the best of his way to Manila; in the com- 
pany, I presume, of those who had driven out to 
see the sudden end of the Yankee. 

The fleet having been disposed of, our vessels 
next turned their attention to the batteries, 
which still kept firing, notwithstanding Monto- 
jo *s surrender. The most pertinacious of the 
forts was one low down on Sangley Point, which 
lies about opposite to the Cavite spit, and 
which was armed with two Hontorio guns, which 
I imagine must have been taken from the fleet. 
There were some pretty good gunners behind 
the Hontorios, one of the shells striking the 
Boston and another smashing the whaleboat of 
the Raleigh. We managed to cripple one of 
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these guns, but it was not until tbe Raleigh had 
sailed in to about one thousand yards and bad 
killed six of the gunners that the second wait 
silenced. 

One lifter tbe other of tbe remaining shore 
batteries was settled, and then at 12:45 came 
wliat may be called tbe knotkoiit blow. Tbe 
bastions of tbe Cavite forts bad been cnimbliug 
under tbe shells of tbe Boston, Baltimore, and 
Concord, while the Raleifth, Olympia, and Petrel 
had been devoting themselves to tbe reduction of 
the arsenal. After half an hour's fight of this 
sort the Cavite gunners evidently became de- 
moralized and began to tire wildly. Those guns 
left in position continued firing, however, until 
attheirback there was a thunderous roar followed 
by a heart-Hbaking concussion. A shell from either 
the Olympia or the Petrel, and the honor is still 
a matter of dispute between Gunner Corcoran of 
the flagship and Gunner Vining of the gunboat, 
had landed in the arsenal magazine. "With the 
ujiward rush of llanies, fragments and dead, the 
lieart of the Spaniard went out of him, a white 
flag was run up at the Cavite citadel and the 
battle of Manila was over. 

Up went the Commodore's signals to "Cease 
firing," but before they could be reail tbe Petrel 
had sent in what was the last shot of the buttJo. 
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Again the signal to sail back to the rendezvous 
was flown, but this time as we passed Manila the 
great Krupp guns at the Lnneta fort were silent. 
Even those gunners had learned their lesson. 
When we reached the Nanshan and Zafiro, the 
Olyiupia halted and all the ships steamed slowly 
past her, with the men at quarters cheer in tr and 
saluting. Then each ship fell in line and was 
saluted and cheered by the others and took its 
turn in cheering back, but when all were in line 
except the Petrel, and that perky little craft 
steamed by, the rest of the squadron so roared 
and yelled at her that Cai^tain Wood blushed a 
fine purple under his tan, and all the Jackies of 
the gunboat strutted and bowed back like so 
many conquering heroes. 

They deserved it all, for from first to last the 
little Petrel had been a David in the fight. The 
Commodore had noticed that three smaller ves- 
sels of the enemy were making up to the head of 
Cavite Bay and had signaled her with the Boston 
and Concord to go after them. The two cruisers 
had, however, found the waters of the inner 
harbor too shallow for them and had returned, 
but the Petrel with her light draft had been 
enabled to follow tpiite closely into shore. One 
of the small ships in there was the gunboat Mar-' 
ques del Duero, and getting the one-thousand- 
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ytad raoKe the Petrel fired at her with the swift- 
ness and anouracy of a firet-claas tartlet drill. 
The Duero having been disposed of, the little 
Petrel then touk up tbe fate of the two giiDboata, 
tbe Quiros aail Villalobos. The Spaniards could 
Dot utiderstiiDd how one little gunboat could 
mske things so desperately hot for them, and in 
order to solve the proMem tlie.v scuttled and set 
fire to their boats nud then went ashore to think 

It was the Petrel, too, that on returning from 
this little adventure r&n across the store-ship 
Manila hiding behind a convenient wharf and 
captured her, tbe prize being valued at half a 
million dollars, including nix hundred tons of 
coal. 

Again tbe commanders were called over to the 
flagship nod again stock was taken. Again came 
the reports : not a gun overthrown, not a vessel 
disabled, not a man killed. There was not so 
much of the ecstatic on the receipt of this second 
scries of reports as there bad been on the receipt 
of the lirst. We were getting used to it — get- 
ting accustomed to this laying out of the other 
party without receiving a scratch. Scarcely 
that, however, fur the two shots that had struck 
the Baltimore had wounded two officers and six 
men. Lieutenaut F. W. Kellogg, Ensigu U. E. 
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Erwin, and the enlisted men Barlow, Badinger, 
Of J vert, O'Keefe, Recciardilli and Snelgrove con- 
Htituted our list of wounded, but their injuries 
were so slight that not one of them would stay 
in the sick-bay. As it was, f<ix out of these eight 
were literally wounded by our own ammunition, 
for the first Spanish shell that struck the Balti- 
more exploded a boxof three-i>ouud ammunition, 
and it was the flight of these that knocked our 
men down. 

And on the Spanish side it had been a defeat 
that was as crushing and fatal as our victory had 
1>een decisive and easy. The first round had 
meant confusion and dismay to the Spaniards; 
the second round had brought them extinction, 
annihilation. The Spanish fleet had indeed been 
destroyed. The fate of the Spanish fleet, to- 
gether with their commanders, in list form, is as 
follows : 

CRUISEBS. 

Keina Cristina, Captain Cadarso, sunk. 

Castilla, Captain Martin de Olivia, sunk and 
burned. 

Don Antonio de Ulloa, Commander Robion, 
sunk and burned. 

Don Juan de Austria, Commander Concha, 
burned. 

Isla de Luzon, Commander Barreto, burned. 
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bla dfl Cuba, CommaDder Bigalado, burned. 
Velasco, Captain Beboul, burned and sunk. 



Marques del Duero, Captain Morena, burned. 
General Lezo, Captain Beueveste, burned. 
£1 CoiTBu, Captain Eccudero, burned. 
Quiros and Villaloboa, scuttled and set on fire 
by the Spaniards. 

TBANBPOBTa. 

Mindanao, run aehore to save from sinking — 
burned. 

Manila, captured. 

Tlie two {jjuiiboats which were destroyed be- 
loniied to the transport Mindanao. And iu addi- 
tion to tLis list there were some small steamers 
wbicb wore scuttled by the Spaniards and whose 
names arc yet unknown. The loss of life on the 
Spanish side will aho remain unknown for some 
time at least, I imagine. At first we heard that 
one hundred and thirty were killed and ninety 
wounded on board the flaesLip, chiefly in her 
duel with the Olympia; that when the Cavite 
arsenal exploded it killed forty, and that alto- 
gether there were about one thousand killed and 
wounded. Montojo's estimate as reported to 
GoTemor-General August! was: 
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On the ships. 
Killed, 400 
Wouuded, 60 



In the forts. 
24 
150 



460 



174 



The monetary loss to Spain must have been 
many millions, — I hear it placed at from $6,000,- 
000 to $10,000,000--but more than ail was the fact 
that in losing this battle she ]ost the control of 
the Philippines and her position as the mistress 
of au Asiatic colony. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

THE BEOINHINQ OP THE EHD. 

Tnorou the fight was won much remftined to 
be done, and the Commodore net about doing that 
in the same <iuiet, matter of~fact way that had 
characterized his conduct of the victory. Ws 
knew that the people at ^Vashington would be 
anxious to know the result of the exijedition and 
that there was a cable landing at Manila over 
which, we felt confident, Angnsti was crowding 
messages to Madrid giving his versioji of the 
aSair. After the second reitt, tlicrcfore, the Com- 
modore sent word to the govern or- general by 
the British consul who had come to visit us, that 
Manila was in a state of blockade; that he, the 
Commodore, proposed to occupy Cavite; that if 
a single shot were lired against his ships he 
would destroy every battery around the bay; 
and that unless lie were allowed to use the cable 
he would cut it. The cable people were willing 
to transmit our nieHsages, but the governor- 
general ordered the officials neither to receive 
Dor transmit anything from us. Accordingly 
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the Commodore cut the cable on Monday after- 
noon, and cut it, too, just as a message was being 
sent by Augusti that the Spanish fleet had been 
"disabled," and that **the Americans had with- 
drawn to bury their dead.*' 

We took a rest on Sunday evening, but 
Monday was a busy day for us. Early in the 
morning a tug came steaming up the bay, bear- 
ing a flag of truce from the commandant of Cor- 
regidor. Accompanying the flag of truce was an 
offer from the commandant to surrender. The 
tug was sent over to the Baltimore with instruc- 
tions to steam ahead and the cruiser was 
dispatched to take possession of the entrance 
forts or to blow them into the air at the least 
sitjcn of treachery or resistance. There was no 
necessity for this i^recaution, for when Corregi- 
dor was reached the commandant was found 
alone, his men having deserted and the guns 
having been overthrown. 

About the same time Commander Lamberton 
w^as ordered to go and take possession of Cavite 
arsenal. It was decided to use the Petrel for 
this work, and the gunboat ran in to about 
five hundred yards and then halted in amaze. 
The white flag had been hoisted on Sunday after- . 
noon following the explosion of the magazine, it 
will be remembered, and Lamberton naturally 
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imagined that this had indicated an uccondi- 
tional surrender. Instead of a deserted iilace, 
however, he saw that the landing was crowded 
with armed sailors. In view of this new situa- 
tion the Petrel's guns were trained on the 
arsenal, and Lamberton, together with Wood of 
the Petrel, took a launch for thn landing place 
and left instructions that unless they returned in 
an hour the gunboat was to open on the arsenal. 
When Lamberton and Wood landed they were 
met by Captain Sostoa of the Spanish navy, who 
informed Lamberton that in the absence of the 
admiral, who had retired to Manila, he was in 
command. The armed Spanish sailors closed 
around the party and our men and Sostoa 
marched to the arsenal hea<l quarters. 

"May I ask, captain," said Lamberton, "why 
your men are under arms after yesterday's sur- 
render?" 

"There was no surrender," replied Sostoa. 

This answer made Lamberton think prett.v 
quickly and he began to see that there were more 
ramifications to the Spanish character than he 
had dreamed of. 

"But," said he, "the ■white flag was hoisted." 

"Yea," replied Sostoa, "but not as a surren- 
der, only as a token of truce during which we 
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might remove our women and children to a place 
of safety. * ' 

''But, captain," said Lamberton, as evenly as 
he could, ''an arsenal is not exactly the place for 
women and children in times of war. They 
should have been removed before the bombard- 
ment began. ' * 

"Ah, well, you see," said Captain Sostoa, 
with a shrug of deprecation, "you Americans 
came in to visit us at such an extremely early 
hour that we had no time to remove our women 
and children. If 3'ou had begun the fight at a 
less unreasonable hour " 

"Excuse me, captain," said* Lamberton, who 
was beginning to feel the heat of the morning, 
"you fired the first shot. But there is no use 
talking of past events, nor is it my place to do 
so. I am sent here as the representative of Com- 
modore Dewey of the United States Asiatic Squad- 
ron to take possession of this arsenal, and my 
further instructions are that all Spaniards, whom 
I find here, must surrender their arms and per- 
sons as prisoners of war. If this is not done, 
and done quickly, the engagement will be 
renewed." 

To this direct message Sostoa evasively replied 
that he could do nothing without consulting his 
sur>erior, and upon Lambeiton's telling him that 
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he, Sostoa, would be regarded sb eafficientb'' 
representfttiTe, the elusive captain requested 
that the terms of surrender might be put down 
in writing. Lauiberton glanced at his watch. 
Forty of the sixty uunutes had elapsed and in 
twenty more the Petrel's guns wouid be bang- 
ing away, and while Lamberton and >Vood knew 
very well what the issue of the new fight would 
be, so far as the fleet and arsenal were con- 
cerned, they had an uneasy misgiving that their 
share in it would be a decidedly unknown quan- 
tity. It was with no unnecessary search for 
phrases, therefore, that Lamberton wrote down 
those terms: 

"Without further delay all Spanish officers 
and men mnst be withdrawn, and no buildings or 
stores niuHt be injured. As Cominodnre Dewey 
dues not wish further hostility with the Spanish 
naval forces, the Spanish officers will be paroled 
and the forces at the arsenal will deliver all their 
small anus." 

The conversation bad heen in Spanish but the 
conditions were written in English, and Sostoa 
wanted them translated and clearly explained. 
Again Lamberton looked at hia watch. Five 
minutes of the hour only remained. Things 
were getting critical. Sostoa was pleading for 
more time when Lamberton broke in on him. 
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^'Excuse me, captain," he said, **but there is 
an absolute reason why I should return at once 
to the vessel. I will give yo« until noon and if 
on that hour the white flag is not again hoisted 
over this arsenal we shall again open fire. Good- 
morning." 

It was not far to the landing, but both Lam- 
berton and Wood agreed that the effort they 
made to repress all outward evidence of haste, 
coupled with their knowledge that if they did 
not get on board the launch and steam away 
during the next minute or two they would not 
get there at all, made up a situation of what the 
dramatist calls **8upj)res8ed emotion," which 
was very exciting as long as it lasted. They 
reached the lauding and the launch just in time; 
for as they put off from the stej^s they could see 
the men moving into position around the Petrel's 
guns in a way that meant mischief. 

The situation had its comedy ending. Cap- 
tain Sostoa did not wait for noon, but hoisted 
the white flag at a quarter to eleven ; and when 
Lamberton returned to take possession he found 
that that punctilious Don had marched off to 
Manila with every man, and that every man had 
taken his rifle. 

No sooner had the Spaniards evacuated Cavite 
than the natives, who must have been lurking in 
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crowds among tbe bushes lUid in the back 
BtreetB, smarmed iuto the place, bent on thieving. 
Our marines were instantly ordered on shore for 
guard and police duty, but before they were 
laniled the nimble-fingered Pbilipiiino bad done 
a fair day's work in the ransacking line. Even 
the arsenal and hospitals were threatened, and 
those in charge of the latter must indeed have 
thought they bad lit on hard times when the 
American marines landed. Tbe Philiiipino tbey 
understood, but tbe American tbey aeemed to 
regard as a monster of unknown possibilities. 
Ab our men landed they were met by a Ion*; jjro- 
cession of priests and uuns who begged them not 
to massacre tbe wounded in the hosiiitals. 

Tbe petition was incomprehensible until we 
got a copy of tiie governor-genemrs proclama- 
tion which be bad issued before the fight. In 
this extraordinary document be had told tbe 
people that we who were coming were the ei- 
creseiices of th,( world, that our favorite occupa- 
tion was the pillaging of churclies and the sack 
of nuiiueries, that our favorite amusement was 
that of torturing our prisoners, and tliat when 
this failed us we turned our attention, us a sint 
of side entertainment, to tbe desecration of 
graveyards. In a word tliat we were a mixture 
of Frankenstein and Moloch, vompiued to which 
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the King of Benin of the City of Blood was a 
daisy-cropping lamb. When we saw the rows 
of wounded Spaniards laid out in the hospital 
and crowding the cathedral, we came to the 
conclusion that for gunners who had never been 
in action our men had done wonders. We 
gathered an estimate, too, of the number of 
wounded which not even the Spanish official 
reports convinced us were excessive. 

The wounded were taken to Manila under the 
Red Cross, and since then we have been busy 
rendering Cavite habitable and clean. We have 
been busy, too, raising what guns we could, 
cleaning up the harbor and making things gen- 
erally ship-shape. 

We know, of course, that there is much yet to 
do. Spain's power in the Philippines has been 
crushed, but it has not been extinguished. The 
subjugation of Manila and the occupation of 
these islands, the deportation of the Spanish 
troops from the different posts at Iloilo and Guam 
and the establishment of a new form of govern- 
ment, have all to be accomplished. There is much 
indeed to do and much help from the strong hands 
at home is needed to do it. And so it is that 
while we do not sit idly by, but find plenty of 
needed hard work in this hot and steamy bay, 
we keep our lights burning at night and our 



With Dewey at Manila. 93 

eyea turned each mominE up to the Boca Orande, 
through which we know the big ships and the 
fighting men will come that shall enable ub to 
finish well that great work which Dewey has bo 
nobly begun. 
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R&AB-ADMIRAL DEWEY'S EECORD. 

Re&b-Aduibal Geoboe Dewey, like many an- 
otbor high officer in tbe "United states Navy, was 
born and bred iu tbe country, and knew little of 
tbe sea until after bis appointment to a naval 
cadetship in 1854. He is a Vermonter by birtb, 
and is accredited to that State in tbe records of 
the Naval Academy, at Annapolis. He was grad- 
uated lu 1858 in ■( claB» which included a great 
number of young men who have since distin- 
guished themselves in tbe naval service. He 
first saw service aboard the old steam frigate 
Wabash, then attached to the Mediterranean 
squadron. A cruise of about one year in her 
well fitted him for the stirring work which time 
and events cutout for him atalittle later period. 

lie received bis commission as lieutenant April 
19, 1861, and was immediately assigned to tbe 
steamship Mississippi, which had been attached 
to the West Uulf squadron. On that craft he 
got his first baptism of fire. The Mississippi was 
a port of Farragut's lleet which forced an en- 
trance to the Mississippi Biver, and afterward 
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March 3, 1865, sod attnched to the Eiiropenn 
Bi]uadron, first serving on the EcarBftr^e and 
then on the flaf^hip Colorado. Returning to the, 
home atatiob in 18C8 be was ordered to report 
for duty at the Naval Academy at AniiapoliB. 
Be remained th«re one year and naa then given 
command of the NarraganHott, detailed for 
Hiiecial service. April 13, 1872, he was ciimniis- 
eioned as commander, and for three yearH was 
engaged in aurveyint? in the Pacific. In 187ti 
he was appointed lighthouse inflpector, ami later 
became secretary of the Lii;hthaiitie Board. He 
commanded the Juniata on the Asiatic station in 
1882, and in 18H4 was prumoted to be captain 
and placed in charge of the Dolphin, one of the 
four ships which formed the original "White 
Scjnadron. " A year later be was in command 
of the Pensacola, of the European squadron, and 
continued at that post until 1888, when be be- 
came chief of the Bureau of Eiiuipnient and 
Recruiting. Feburary 28, 189(i, he was commis- 
sioned as commodore, and at about the same 
time was made president of the Board of Inspec- 
tion and .Surrey, This place be held until be 
was given command of the Asiatic station. 

Altogether, Commodore Dewey has seen almost 
sixtecu .vcars of service at sea, while he has done 
duty on shore tweuty -three aud a half years. Ho 
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is one of the strictest disciplinarians in the navy, 
and for that reason is not overpopular with under 
officers and crew. Men who have served with 
him do not hesitate to say that he is a born 
strategist aud fighter, a clear-headed and skillful 
com man ding officer. He is a firm believer iu 
the truth of the old maxim "Nothing venture, 
nothing have,*' and has always been ranked 
among the most daring of American naval 
officers. But with his readiness to take chances 
there has always been exhibited the saving quali- 
ties of good judgment and horse sense. No 
better man could Lave been found to undertake 
the task of annihilating the Spanish Asiatic 
squadron in its stronghold. 

Socially Commodore Dewey is much liked. 
He is one of the finest-looking men in the navy, 
which is saying a great deal, and has sometimes 
been known as "Gentleman George." He is a 
great clubman and a huntsman of no mean repute. 
In riding to the hounds he has often distinguished 
himself, while as a daring horseman he probably 
has no superior in this country. He is also an 
all-round athlete. He is a widower. 

He received the public thanks of the Congress 
of the United States May 10, and was promoted 
by the President to the rank of rear-admiral 
May 13. 



Acting Rear Admiral Gborgb Dbwby 
Commander-in-Chief 

Commander B. P. Lambbrtbr, Chief-of-Staff 

Lieutenant L. M. Brumby, Flag Lieutenant 

Ensign H. H. Cai,dweli„ Secretary 



OLYMPIA {Flagship) 

Captain, Char LBS V. Gridley 
Lieut. -Commander, S. C. Painb. 

Lieutenants: C. G. Calkins, V. S. Nblson, 
G. S. Morgan, S. M. Stritb 

Ensigns: M. M. Tayi^r, F. B. Upham, W. P. 
Scott, A. G. Kavanagh, H. V. Butlkr. 

Med. Inspector, A. F. Price ; Passed Ass't Sur- 
geon, J. E. Page; Ass* t Surgeon, C H. Kindlb- 
BERGER ; Pay Inspector, D. A. Smith ; Chief En- 
gineer, J. Entwistle; Ass't Engineer, E. H. 
DeLany ; Ass't Engineer, J. F. Marshall, Jr ; 
Chaplain, J. B. Frazier ; Captain of Marines, W. 
P. Biddle; Gunner, L. J. G. Kuhlwein; Carpen- 
ter, W. Macdonald; Acting Boatswain, E. J., 

NORCOTT 



THE liOSTOS 



Captain, F. Wildes 
Lieut. -Commander, J. A. Norris 

Lieutenants: J. Gibson 

W. L. Howard 

Ensigns: S. S. Robinson 
L. H. p:verhart 
J. S. Doddridge 

Surgeon, M. H. Crawford; AssH Surgeon, 
R. S. Balkkman; Paymaster, JR. Martin; 
Chief Engineer, O. B. Ransom; Ass't Engineer, 
L J Jamks; First Lieut, of Marines, R McM. 
I)rTTf)N; Gunner, J. C Evans; Carpenter, I. H. 
Hilton. 
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U. S. STEA^fSHIP RALEIGH 



Captain^ J. B. Coghlan 
Lieut. -Commander, F. Singer 
Lieutenants: W. Winder 

B. Tappan 
H. Rodman 

C. B. Morgan 

Ensigns: F. L. Chidwick 
P. Babin 

Surgeon, E. H. Marsteli^BR; Ass' t Surgeon, 
D. N. Carpenter; Passed As8*t Paymaster, 
S. R. Heap; Chief Engineer. F. H. Bailey ; 
Passed Ass't Engineer, A. S. Halstkad ; Ass't 
Engineer, J. R. Brady; First Lieut, of Marines, 
T. C. Trkadwell; Acting Gunner, G. D. John- 
stone ; Acting Carpenter, T. E. Kiley. 



U. S. STEAMSHIP BAL TIM ORE 



Captain, N. M. Dyer 
Lieut. -Commander, G. Bw)CKLINGER 

Lieutenants: W. Braunersreuthbr 
F. W. Kellogg 
J. M. Ellicott 
C. S. Stan WORTH 

Ensigns G. H. Havward 

M. J. McCORMACK 

U. E. Irwin 

Naval Cadets, D. W. Wurtsbaugh, I. Z. 
Wettensoll, C. M. Tozkr, T. a. Karney; 
Passed Ass' t Surgeon, F. A. Heiseler ; Ass't 
Surgeon, R. K. Smith ; Pay Inspector, E. 
Bellows; Chief Engineer, A. C. Engard; 
Ass't Engineers, H. B. Price, H. I. Cone; 
Naval Cadet (engineer), C. P. Burt; Chaplain, 
T. S. K. Freeman ; First Lieut of Marines, D. 
Williams; Acting Boatswain, H. R. Brayton; 
Gunner, L. J. Connelly; Acting Gunner, L. J. 
Waller; Carpenter, O. Bath. 




THB CX>NCORD 



Commander, A. S. Wai^kbr 
l4eut.-Commander, G. P. Coia^ocorksbs 
Lieutenants: T. B. Howard 

P. W. HOURIOAN 

Ensigns: L. A. Eisbr 

W. C. Davidson 
O. S. Knbppbr 

Passed Ass't Surgeon, R. G. Brodbrick ; 
Passed Ass't Paymaster, E. D. Ryan ; Chief 
Engineer, Richard Inch ; Passed Ass*t En- 
gineer, H. W. JONBs; Assisiant Engineer, E< 
H. Dunn. 



THB PBTRBL 



Commander, E. P. Wood 

lientenants: E. M. Hughbs 

B. A. PiSKS 
A. N. Wood 

C. P. Pl^UNKBTT 

Ensigns: G. L. Pbrmibr 

W. S. MoNTGOMICRy 

Passed Ass't Sorgeon, C. D. Brownbi«i» ; 
Assistant Paymaster, G. G. SiBBBi«LS; Passed 
Assistant Engineer, R. T. Haia. 
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